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ILE MELEE. 
To Miſs CHARLOTrTE BRUDXEIIl! L/ 
eek is s paſt, Charlotte, and na 

A news of my lover. I begin to 


Ka 'v flatter myſelf, the Paſſion he 
was ſo ſuddenly ſmitten with, is as N a 


J dcaly forgot. What joy ſhall I receive 

| from a circumſtance that, to moſt be. ( 

| females, would be no ſmall mortification! - 
hat but this could have ſo long de- 
. tained 
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he expreſſed?—Unleſs, indeed, thoſs 
flames, of which” he talked fo much, 
have really conſumed him, and, by 


> gt 


that uncommon death, delivered me ef= 
fectually from the miſery of his drei 
| —But whatever it is, my ſpirits revive at 
the pleaſing hope that 1 ſhall a no 
more of him. 
I have loſt my 8 friend, and you 
che lover, I promiſed. Mr. Aſton is gone; 
he received an unexpected order to attend 
his father, which I believe gave him no very 
great pleaſure, if I may judge by his looks, 
when he came to take leave of our family. 
I have juſt received a letter from my 
amiable Harry, that has, I elieve, noi "= 
little contributed to the preſent tranquility 9 
of my ſpirits. It is impoſſible to give you 
any idea of the thouſand agreeable things 
it is filled wich. Bye. laments the abſence. 


- 2 7 —— 
ſays, it is too nt was en ed - 
b l : De 2 6 1 * 5 


Miss ©LUARISSA 7 


him with falſe hopes, ſince 
doubt but a very little time will 
that change in his ſentiments he ſo ondly 
deſires. How very - cruel, my panes 
Charlotte, is this deceit! I am- 
vens! what do 1 ſee ? Alas! m 4 
friend, my hopes are all fled .-It is the 
dreadful Mr. Crawford's ſervant, whe 
this moment appears in the avenue. 
What on earth will become of me? How 
ſhall I avoid the threatened miſery od 
is at the gate---my pen is ſcarce ſuſtainee 
in my trembling hand---if I have power 
you ſhall know, before I end _ what 
is the news he brings.-—Heaven g AUS it 
may be an apology for his inc 
How joyfully ſhall I accept it, 
| diſagreeable the diſapp Y 
| to Mr. Bellmour! _ 
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Les, my dear Charlotte, I: am undone 
| miſerable beyond expreſſion— all my fats 
tering hopes are gone for -ever—the 
C1 dreadful 3 is fixed for his hated viſit 
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could not before enjoy the happineſs he ſo 
earneſtly deſired. Mrs. and Mr. Bellmour 


are viſibly delighted to find the fears I. 
ſuppoſe they began to entertain, were 


groundleſs. It is plain they make no 
doubt of my conſent, ſhould he, on a 
ſecond view, continue in the ſame ſen- 
timents. What can I do in this perplex- 
ing ſituation? To comply, is abſolutely | 
im poſſible; nay, would it not be the 

higheſt injuſtice, to give my hand to the 
man for whom my heart feels an utter 
averfian ? And, furely, that man muſt be 


deſtitute of every delicate ſentiment, that 


would deign to accept a gift ſo little 
1 to * him the felicity he no doubt 
expects. But what arguments can I uſe, 
to e Mrs. Bellmour of this? It is 


moſt certain ſhe may, with too much 


truth, aſſure me, inclination is no longer | 


| conſulted i inthe affair of marriage; that the 


ent to be e N 


world i 18 now too 


by ſo weak a plea; and aſk what pretence, | 


L1 


Mis. Co I. £1 R 1 8 8 A 1 


1 have to more delicate, or, the will pers 
haps call them, more chimerical notions _ 
chan the reſt of the world? I am really = 
= diſtreſſed, Charlotte, and convinced they 
; deceive their amiable ſon. Surely, my 
dear friend, thoſe reaſons they ſo often 
3 mention, muſt be of very great weight, : 
that can excuſe this cruel behaviour; it is 
po contrary to their general character that 
lam entirely at a los how to account or 
| reconcile 1 it to their uſual ſincerity. ' "They 
| no longer. conſult me in the affair, but 
pretend to believe I ſhall obey without 
E reluctance, and thus prevent my having 
an opportunity to plead my cauſe. What 
will be the event heaven only knows, but 
| Fam every moment more convinced, it 
will be impoſſible. for me to give ſo 
dreadful a proof of my obedience. Why 
will they not permit me to live ſingle? 
Or, why do they not require their ſon to 
chuſe one of the many wW˙O would 'withi _ 
Joy accept that hand I muſt no longer 5 
8 to? By this they would as effec - 
„ rually 


Ev $3 ef 
; | | what. now gives them 40 
1 "> 
The! 0009" ten 218, 8 at once free me 
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_ . _ .- from. this cruel E ecution. But even. 
= this—dreadful as the means would be to 
1 my heart is denied me. I muſt be the 
Li dee my deſtiny is unavoida 
' "why is, there no way to return the obli- 
gations I have. received, but by this ſa- 
e, which is infinitely worſe than 
death? Why did y ever expoſe my un- 
ded heart to their Harry's charms ? 
- . How cruel has been the conſequence of 

their unbounded generoſity ! 


O, Charlotte, would my dear Mrs. 
Brudnell condeſcend to give me refuge 
for a While, how happy would ſhe make 
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*  ſand- marks of her eſteem, you have as 
 . often aſſured me of it. Do, my dear 
creature, prevail on her to ſend me an in- 
mM. Wen will not, re » 
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know my Charlotte will rejoice to have 
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me with her. 


will indulge it, 
the ſooner convey 
queſt. It is m 


oſpect — relief, ſhould 9 65 be 


me heaven knows to w! 


te, that you cannot oi me the i invita- 
tion I fo ardently 7 
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do you ſympathize i in my affliction! But 
do not, my dear friend, let the ſhare you 


take in my miſery deſtroy the pleaſure you 

_ muſt otherwiſe receive, from the agreeable 

viſit you are g ing to make: do not let 
your anxtety for me deprive y bur friends 
of that vivacity and ſprightly converſation, 
which muſt ever render your company ſo 
very deſirable. The I am diſappointed in 
_ the pleaſing hope I had too fondly che- 
 riſhed, 1 ſhall yet continue to hear from 
you. I know, however engaged you 
may be, you will ſometimes ſteal an hour 
to tell me of the many agreeable things, 
I doubt not you will meet with. This, 
then, hall conſole me for the want of 
every other ſatisfaction. If you, my dear 
Charlotte, are happy, I cannot be abſo- 
lutely miſerable, as that muſt ever give 
me a very ſenſible pleaſure.— Go, then, 
and may every hour bring with it. fo 
new ſource of felicity. 4 
Mr. Crawford | 
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fortune; which enables bim. 10, 


ik that mee charm in a wi 


heart of any conſequence. 
vinced, he ſays, when once bleſſed wi 


ſhould it not, this ſentiment. plain 
clares, he would, with great 
ar the diſappointment. His lan 
and whole behaviour, is ſo confic 
a 8 ſo ſure of ſuceeſs, 
mortified, when 
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1 414 ſilence has indeed been long; ;.by 

11 jj my friend, how. lintle do you;knoy 

it the miſery 1 have in that time endured? _ 
1 It was impoſſible for me to write; my 
y mind has been ſo tormented, ſo agitated 8 
i with a thouſand different deſigns, that I 

| could fix on nothing, nor ſo far compoſe 


my wandering thoughts as to giye you 


x any idea of my difagreeable ſituation, 

; My tears, and every. perſuaſion | have 
proved ineffectual. Mrs. Bellmour cru- 

| elly aſſures me, this | is the only proof they -— 

either require, or will accept, to con- 

| vince them I have given no encourage- 
ment to their ſon's paſsion, and adds, it 
18 {ſuch a ane as I can have no objections 

. to, if my declarations are ſincere. Mr. 


Crawford, ſhe ſays has a genteel fortune, 
and is an agreeable man, what then can 
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"unleſs 1 will, by giving myſelf to another, 
e ber L have nene. 
They talk of my marriage as © 2 red 
Wing for 1 have never en: Ha J COurag e 

PT cannot 


to declare 1 in expreſs terms, : 
ad Mr. Gn even t 


leaſt tenderneſs for me, he would . 
tainly never perſevere in making me 
wretched, and my dejected looks but too 
plainly ſpeak the anguiſh of my mind. . 1 
am every day more diſpleaſed with him 
1 am convinced he thinks I fhall 5 
amazingly honoured by his hand, . when. 
he conſiders the unhappy circumſtances oj 
my birth and want of fortune; and am 
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© my hiſtory, when he firſt ſa me, 
* or he would hare perhaps forbid: his eyes 
75 to find in me thoſe graces which have 
on gained me the mortification of his addi les, 
| You, who judge impartially, will. not 
blame me for rejecting his offers, for can 
I bear the humbling reflection, that he 
marries, me as if in defiance of his better 
judgment, meerly becauſe he will not _ 
give pain to his fooliſh heart, that has, in 
ſpite of prudence and ee, * him 
to make a choice ſo unworthy 777 
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tears, in | ſpite of i all my efforts, confirmed 
| thoſe fears my e looks had raiſed 
in his breaſt. 2 oo att 0, } 
Speak to me, my angel, ſaid he, tell 
me, you are not diſpleaſed to ſee me. 
Oh, anſwer me, my amiable Clariſſa, do 
not rack me with this dreadful fuſpence, 


| tell me, why are you thus diftreſſed? Ah 
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hy thoſe tears? What has occaſioned 


| this change in your once 
ing countenance? hy. have thoſe lovely 
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I beſeech you, from my dreadful appres. 


henſions—You have been unhappy. E 
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it. In vain I endeavoured. to aſſure 
I was well; He conjured me to tell. 
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Ihe fears of * 5 ight enſue Ir: 
[as explanation he was ſo eager to learn, | 
gave me the moſt dreadful apprehenſtons 
I had not courage to join them as I pro- 
miſed, tho? tortured with ſuſpence while 
| ſtayed above. I liſtened every moment, 4 
and heard their voices raiſed,” but could — 
| diſtinguiſh no particulars. I left my 
apartment and went to the garden, in 
| hopes the air would aſsiſt me to recover- * 


from the diſorder my ſpirits were in; nd © 
enable me to ſee them with more tran- 
quility. After walking a while in the 

utmoſt diſtreſs, I ſat down in the ſummer | 
houſe at the end of the canal, reſolved! _ | 
F to wait till I was ſent for; as I found itt 


impoſſible to go without that permiſsion,, 
I waited near an hour, in a ſituation not to 
be expreſſed, and was again riſing to 
return to my room, when I ſaw my ami- A 
able Harry, with looks that Te Hum | 
the emotions of his heart. 15 2960. 
O, my lovely Clariſſa! lid he, with it nx > 
| finite! tenderneſs ati my hand, I haye 
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coul d not utter one brd di 
ſeemed much moved, and begge ged I would 


oft. Nene are and geit whar tho s, 
%%% AUO B4.! 

4 oming was as muc i ſurpriſe Eto you; 

in indeed it Was to us you emotions 

l 1 | @ plainly declare it. I will ackn £ 5 

0 you he has greatly diſconcerted our 5 

187 2 be Which, however cruel they may bf 

he appear to him in his preſent ſentiments, 1 

al: rere yet ſuch as he, in his cooler mo 7 

Terr: nents, muſt have approved. Your inte. 

as Feſt and happineſs were, in this laſt affair, iy 

3 3 hiefly our view, cho', I will confeſs, We 

ot moped alſo, by that very fortunate means, 

Ce. to deliver Har: from a paſsion 8 

u prudence, and a thouſand” other * reaſons 

e forbid us to encourage. Lou have head? 

e our ſentiments on that ſubjet—T Will not : 

at L now repeat What” will only give you: pan. k 

My At is certain little diſsimulation was 

e- practiced to prevent his ſuſpicion, and the 3 
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neceſſary, however diſagreeable, caution? 
A very little time would, I am convinced, 
have made you both perfectly ſenſible, 
that what we did was infinitely more juſt | 
and prudent, than the deſire he ſo ardent- | 
ly purſues but he has changed our 
meaſures— his eloquence has but too much 
power over us. We have, in compli- 
ance with his repeated ſolicitations, agreed 
to defer our purpoſe for a time. How 
Mr. Crawford will bear this diſreſpect I! 
don't know, and confeſs it is a treatment, | 
I cannot juſtify—but what can we do ?— 

You know not, my dear Clara—however 
great the pains you ſuffer—what trouble, | 
and vexation this affair has given us,— 

Dry up your tears, my dear girl, refer 
your uſual ſerenity, and be aſſured the 
diſtreſs you have for ſome time been in, 
has given us the utmoſt pain — but we 
boped, had we ſucceeded in our well. 
meant purpoſe, a few months would have 
reconciled you to your new ſituation, and 
reſtored us all to peace, —But that deſign. 
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ment, our affection for Harry is ſtil 
5 | preater—he has conquered. - Mr. Bell- 
| x | mour has only inſiſted upon his waiting 
our ene year, and if he does not in chat time 
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Pl, | er is his indulgent declaration. 
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ave BY countenance, and. kindly, ſupported, me, 
nd = In ſpite of all her obliging endeavours, 1 
8 fen a ſickeſs at my heart L cannot de- 
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and adtüration every hour. Oh! how 


mall Lever repay the continual obligati- 


on he confers upon me? But does he not 
declare my heart will amply reward him, 
and has not-that heart, Charlotte, been 
long-very long wholly his? f 
Every thing around me wears the face 
of joy. The country, as if to congratu- 
late me with you on my felicity, is every 
day putting on ſome new beauty; ſcarce 
any traces of winter remain. All is gay, 
and a thouſand enchanting proſpects pre- 
ſent themſelves to my enraptured ſight. 
Can I but be happy, when, accompanied 
by my amiable Harry, I wander thro 
thoſe charming ſcenes ? Yes, my Char- 
lotte, this is indeed true felicity, this is 
indeed to live. With what; Joy can I bid 
a long farewel to the more noiſy inſipid 
pleaſures of a buſy world, and welcome 
ſweet retirement and peaceful tranquility. 
Yes, my dear friend, I hope my romar 
is finiſhed; no more adventures, however 
well they might ſerve to fill up a page 
now 


— 
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1 now and then, when at a loſs for ſomething 
to entertain you with. Lou muſt, for 
me future, be content with leſs wonder- 
ful events, than thoſe I have lately had 
| the mortification to experience; therefore, 
if you do not think what is paſt ſufficient 
to compleat the hiſtory you tell me you 
| intend to publiſh, you muſt exert your 
f genius and add a few imaginary ſcenes 
| to thoſe I have furniſhed you with, to per- 
fect the work, as it would be a thouſ: and 
| pities your defign ſhould be fruſtrated 
for want of ſufficient materials. Tour 
invention is bright, try, I beſeech you, 
and do not let the world loſe the inſtruc- 


afford them. Do not, for a little trouble, 
give up your noble purpoſe, but let me 
have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing what figure 
I ſhall make in print, when properly or- 
namented and embelliſhed by your _ 
Ful. : 
Lou may, in ee to Mr. 
Crawford's unparalleled conſtancy, de- 
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ever 7 you may at 4 have a e 

ect your intended novel, or to pleafe hünſelf, | 

this | I really cannot ſay; but it is moſt certain 

our he has made an offer of 'his/hahd—his 


| heart you know he folemnly declared was 
mine, ſo could” not offer that to Miſs 
Rowe. How the preſent was received 1 
have not yet heard tho a; - 

may guels. Theſe two characters went x 


, when properly, ſet Fo 


out conſiderably, and, induce. you. to — 
don me if I do not inſiſt on being mar- | 
F ried immediately To be ſure, if the 
Colonel had not intended to finiſh b 25 


a part of the hiſtory. ceremony, 


by that 


y you, as Lam ſenſible 
your plan would never have anſwered 
without one ſcene of that kind, to ſum 
up the whole; but he will, 1 hope, ſave „ 
trouble. So you may, my. dear 
F Charlotte, 
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return from your preſent viſit. 


— 


pPoſſitiv 


_— 


— — : 
— 

roſes — 
— —— p 


ne” I 
p 


* 
* 


£ 


1 9 <5 


r 
Jovs 


* 


F 


remember the houſe that Si; 


4 


o 


o you 


D 


* 
you 
„ 

* 3 

+ = 


* 
„ 


* 4 


iss CLARISSA waz 28 


J Gi Evelyn' 8 family did live in, ak 
which you have ſo often admired for its 


agreeable ſituation ? ?Itis taken by a lady” | 
8 from London. She is a widow, and has, 
. with her ſon and daughter, made choice 

of that place to ſpend the ſummen This 

is all I at preſent know of her hiſtory. 
. | Mrs. Bellmour has ſent to inform Mrs. 

5 4 Bloomer—that is her name - that ſhe in- 

be 2 tends herſelf the honour of waiting upon 
mi. her this afternoon; and as I too muſt 
"Wn pay my compliments on thezs caſion 1 
fi ſhall be able, at my returh, to be a little 
ur- more particular. Heaven grant it may . 
Sir not prove as formal as thoſe firſt viſits. 
ur, generally do! If it ſhould be in the Stuart 
rot ſtyle, I ſhall poſſitively never 80 throogh ; 
11. the operation. | 
ou Adieu, I am going to ares, and will = 
"oY not finiſh this epiſtle till to-morrow, in 
1 caſe any thing violently clever ſhould be "R 
n_ the conſequence of this ſaid viſit. Who 
5 Knows what kind of A e this fon n "i 


1e . ee RO TY 
- Wa, Charlotte, the affair is. 3 bk 
ver—TI. have ſeen theſe Bloomers—and: 
very bloomi CIA re, | ain e As 
fas! the Gin my dear, I am really gone. 
You! — plr-an all-ray pirs and 
_ graces to celebrate their arival, as well as 
to try the ſtrength of the ſwain's heart; 
but, alas! L might have ſaved myſelf a4 
world of trouble had I known what kind 
of a being it was.—A perfect Miſs, Char- 
latte, both in perſon and manners Lil-- 
lies and roſes his cheeks diſcloſe,” 8 
are their beauties loſt upon him, for he 
was, either by accident, or, more proba- 
| bly, by deſign, placed oppoſite the glaſs, 
in which be did fo languiſh—that : was 
; perfectly ſick of his girliſh vanity. 2 
| Mrs. Bloomer has, indeed, been an 
eerxceeding fine woman, and js ſtill hand- 
ſome, but a paſſion for beauty is, I be- 
eve, ' the foible of this family. Her 
manner was agreeable enough, tho? rather 
| 8 the firſt half hour ; but that 4 . 
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off by degrees; as ſhe found we did not By 
e any very violent airs. To Mrs 


eyed th. a3. I tell you, the _ 1 
to her daughter with, one of theſe frowns, 
and draw up her head to an amazing | 
height, which mils at once comprehendeds. 
for in an e the mould 0 che — 
thing. 

4 mamma ; ought in reaſon-t to. EE 3 


was in terrors, leſt any one of the com- 
pany ſhould be bleſſed with charms likely 
to rival thoſe of her daughter. It was, 


no doubt, to convince herſelf ſhe-had na 
reaſon to be alarmed, that I was fo often 
favoured with her penetrating looks. 


e ok os has good eyes and is, 
e aan 


* 


endeavoured, however, to gain her good 
graces; as a companion is what I ſome- 
times want, and 1s a deſirable ſatis faction 


upon * wide)" a ed fi puree 1 bes 


| lieve ſhe will, on a farther acquaintance, Wl 
g prove agreeable, but 15 at preſent; like her f 


mother, a little inclined to formality. 1 


—and- your friend Harry is is not eb at 
home. k 
I believe 1 Wecseded pretty watt in ny 
deſign, for, before the viſit was over, it 
was agreed that we were to be moſt amaz- 
ingly intimate. The Squire, with a 
pretty grin, in which his white teeth were 
not forgot, begged we would ſometimes 
allow him to be of our party. I could 
not in charity refuſe his requeſt, as 1 
fear he will make but a woful figure 
amongſt our beaus in the country, what-" 


ever he might do in town. I have given 


Harry a moſt flaming deſcription of his 


new acquaintance that is to be; and 


aſſured him he is a perfect fox-hunter for 


| ufc and put" dear creature, I be- 


lieve, 
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lieve, he would not come within a yy | 
dred yards of ſo frightful an animal for 
the univerſe. 1 long much for their 
meeting, for ſure there never was a finer 
contraſt in any two. I ſuppoſe his father 
has been dead many years, andhiSmamina 
feared to truſt him to the care of any one 
but herſelf. A- complexion like his was 
not' to be loſt by being ſent to ſchool, 
where the example of the robuſt crea- 
tures he might perhaps have met with, 
would probably have led him to do a 
thouſand things that might have deſtroyed 
it for ever, No, Charlotte, ſhe was too 
grateful for the bleſſing not to ſer a higher 
value on it than to truſt it in ſuch danger; 
befides, there are a number of rude things 
to be learnt at thoſe places, which ſhe 
could not poſſibly think of without horror, 
All this ſhe has, by her prudence and fore- 
ſight prevented, for I aſſure you, he is 
the prettieſt creature you ever ſaw. 80 
obedient, ſo ready to fetch and carry 
one's fan or gloves, or any thing you 
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0 while. we were there; a blu h, on 1 
placing his pretty hands h 
vinced me that faux 


him. Aber a1 | 
{en no one thing he 
„they would 


really icy ins, 1 


| him © yok gl, rg che 


lin. This, 1 believe, he might in 


dime excell in, but at preſent his chief 


amuſement; is paring, or biting his nails. 
The laſt, indeed, is ſtrictly forbidden, as 


| 1 learned by a moſt ſignificant frown, 


darted athim by his quick-ſighted mamma. | 


of it. What age do you t take , ; n 
after this amiable deſcription, C Ka. 2 
Seven or eight, at moſt, I ſuppoſe... | 


N 7 wo and twenty my dear-—not one a 


leſs, I do aſſure you. a en fl 
4 meſſage from Harry,—Will 1 — 


Aan with my company to take a ride? 


hall I indulge him, Charlotte? — what 
Would you adviſe? Let me know in 
Jour, next—in the mean time I will- 
5 =_ N 
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favour him with my . —ſo 


till I return. This epiſtle meets 3 
many interruptions; but no matter, it 
may perhaps contain the e n | 
of incidents. | 


„ „ „ „* * * 


8 


An agrecable ride, but no ee | 
worth relating.—You have ſeen Harry on 
horſe-back, Charlotte? Our converſation 
was on the moſt intereſting ſubjects. He 
found time, however, to lay. a thouſand 
flattering things, which I, nevertheleſs, 
was weak enough to believe. Could 1 

repeat them they. might not perhaps afford. 


you quite ſo much, pleaſure as they did 


me, eſpecially as I cannot do Juſtice. to 
the inimitaple graces. that accompanied 
them; you muſt cherefore pardon me if 
I do not attempt it, or to lengthen this 
letter, which, however ſhort, ig all I ears 
poſlibly ſend. you at. this Hg, Rut do 
not, I beſeech you, punih my. idleneſs, 
by not anſwering Its. ſince I own. 1 
fault, and . already beſought your 
an 
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. : a | Half a tren lines I claim and 

# as many more as you pleaſe to favour me 

„ with. Be generous, and I will extol it as 

i it ſhall deſerve in my next. Adieu. 

| | Cana B--., 

l LET ER XLVIL 

| - 0 the:-'$ AME. 

| 0 W. could you, my « dear Charlotte; 

„ after all my apologies and pro- 

zZ ales. puniſh: me ſo ſeverely ? ? I flew, 

| | with my uſual eagerneſs, to receive your 
| dear packet, not doubting but I ſhould,' 

| as uſual, find in it a thouſand agrecable 

1 | things to entertain me. 

Z Harry was out, and Mrs. and Mr; 
Bellmour engaged in ſome family affairs. 

I., quite at a loſs how to diſpoſe of my- 


ſelf, was overjoyed at the light of your 

epiſtle, and determined to enjoy it with- 

out interruption. I would not ſo much as 

break the ſeal till ſeated in my own room» 

wn 9 ** with no ſmall impa- 
tience, 
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tience, I am preſented vith—exäctly i in- 


deed what I deſired —ſix lines. Fi ie, 


Charlotte, I proteſt, 1 believe I ſhall never 


forgive you. I am glad, however, you 
had not the ſatisfaction to ſee the diſap- 
pointed figure I made. If it was poſſible 
to expreſs my wrath in as ſmall a compaſs, 
you ſhould have the very fellow to it, = 


do aſſure you; but not even a volume 


would contain half that I at preſent feel. 


No, Charlotte, I never can forgive you, 


gentle and amiable as 1 am, it is impoſ- 
ſible;— The clock ftrikes and' informs me 


I have full two hours to wait before I can 


ſend this to the poſt. Thank your ſtars, 
Charlotte, that I am abſolutely at a loſs 


for ſome thing to. do, or 1 would not 
write you another line—if I ſhould con- 


tinue ſcribbling, it is entirely to oblige 
myſelf, I do aſſure you. It will, I find, 


Fl 


be abſolutely impoſſible to keep up my 


reſentment during all that time; T Tous 


therefore, as well pardon you with 4 


good grace and, * this unexampled ge- 


neroſity, 8 25 :3 
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my ſuperior merit. Takeitthen, Charlotte; 
but I would as a friend adviſe you, not to 
preſume too much on my gentle and for- 
giving nature, as all theſe favourable cir- 
cumſtances may never again ſo fortunately 
unite to plead your cauſe. Lam not al- 


ways fo very idle as I am at this times 


liſten then, with becoming gratitude, 


what I.ſhall farther deign to ſa px... 


Me had the other day a vi iſit fram your 
Ai conſtant admirer, Mac: . Frhave 
not ſeen him before e and think 
him amazingly improved. He is not very 


N much. above half the .coxcomb. he was, 


' enough, ſo;{till to merit your favour 
a e vou will, in a few days, have an 
Opportunity to Judge for, yourſelf, as 'he 
is, by this time, far an his way to R, 
Nay, Charlotte, I did not tell you the 
Yi N W. You, why Jo fluttered chen? 


10 a friend of wine at that place,—So, - 
ſhould, do you. the! honour to call, 
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Sarah's what in the name of 
wonder can ther want there? Lam fares 
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1 tady defoends fromthe arria 
goes in.—I am wild to comprehend this: 


Y | Princeſs in diſguiſe,” and has, for reaſons- 
at preſent unknown to me, thought pros 
per to retire to this cottage, there to wait 

f 2 till fortune Should again reſtore her to 
chat rank ſhe-was, no doubt born to.—It 
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my nurſe but then ſo ſweet a 
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WW poſt-chaiſe and two” flaming ſervants - 


the” At this di afice, it is 4 very Ant 8 
is not going to 'be-run* ay 


fine” Mie is paſt that 1 aha 


myſtery. My friend "I" certainly ſome 


muſt be ſy, Charlotte—and' ym on 
5 Highbneſs to deckin „ 


N I applaud myſelf 
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xr having ever diſcovered her to be a moſt 
worthy old perſonage !—She cannot do 
leſs than take me with her to court—T 
can poſſitively write no more till I ſee her 
| hdyſhip take her. leave. F So adieu—you 
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Sarah comes and by her ſprightiy | 
pace, I gueſs it is to take leave of her 


dear child. I muſt go down to meet her, 


ſo take this epiſtle, ſhort as it is, leſt 
ſhould be carried off, before I have an 
opportunity to finiſn it. Adieu, 
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Racious heaven! how ſhall 1 ever, 
as T ous 
thee O, my dear friend, what an ama · 
zing change in my affairs! My joy is 
. too 
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too great to ſuffer me to give you any. 
perfect account of the ſurpriſing —_— 
W tion.—How, my dear Charlotte, have I 
| deſerved this unbounded mercy? But 
deſerved it, did I fay ? —Impoſſible !— 
Alas! have I not, by a thouſand repin- 
4 . ing, diſcontented reflections, merited A 
1 very different fate? | 
= Where ſhall I begin, or om find Tu 
L uage to tell you my amazing, unhoped- 
bor good fortune ?: Do not, Charlotte, 
expect any diſtinet account, as my, 
W thoughts are engaged by ſo many new 
and ſurpriſing events, that it will be an 
gage before they can be enough compoſed 
do ſuffer me to write with any degree of 
Lonnection or propricty. Why was you 
not here to partake of my felicity? You. 
might then have been, in ſome meaſure, 
ble to comprehend the en haf 
: pineſs I at this moment enjoy. ; 
= I told you, 1 believe, in my lalt, 5 
l was going to enquire of Sarah. the 
meaning of that viſit J had juſt ſeen her 
„ | honoured © 
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what had occaſioned me ſo much ee 
I᷑ found her in che parlour w 
Mrs. BelliiGurr + 


—— 


| ” i „ | | 

: now convin- 

in the affair | 

| | 

pe ny was 6 

not 9 Aki: I ſaw her | 
u mn having been with 
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an Hof; Gain which tedious: time 
cen in the moſt diſagreeable ſuſ- 
moment ſhie ſtayed mac 
her buſineſs was of im- 
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I Was again TR at my winded and 


ſaw her, with unuſual ſpeed, return to 
her viſitor, when Mrs. Bellmour entered 
my room, and capping me on the ſhoulder,” 


made me ſtart; ſo intently was my atten- 


tion fixed on en habitation. 220 RL 


ſmiled at my fright. 5a 
Nay, - Clara, ſaid ſhe, if you are fo | 
very eaſily ſurpriſed, I muſt not tell you 


| what I intended, when I entered your- 
apartment; you will never bear it, I fear, 


if this is the caſe. Prepare, my dear 


girl, to hear of an event, which, however 
| agreeable, I yet know not how to reveal. 
| Your ſpirits are too ealily affected, Clara 


I believe, I had better not Put them ta 


this trial. 


Her words, you may imagine, had 


| already raiſed my curioſity even to impa- 
W tence; I begged ſhe would not keep me 
W 2 ſuſpence, but depend upon it I Was 


prepared to hear, with great compoſure, 
whatever ſhe had to tell me. She drew © 
near, and with great ſweetneſs taking my. 

Vox, II. 2 hand, 


ſuſpence. Lou have raiſed a tho 


hand, ſaid, Can you, Clara, afterthis preface, 4 
hear without too much emotion what I am 
going to ſay? Will you promiſe to liſten 
with calmneſs to the amazing ſt : 
going to unfold, and not ſuffer the joy 1 


am ſenſible you mult experience, to have : 
too much effect on your heart - 5 
Proceed, I beſeech you, my bas: 


Alam. aſſured I am prepared 


indeed I am,---What happineſs can be 
greater than that I have lately experienced 
from your goodneſs 7 Truſt me, nor 


fear i its having any diſagreeable effects. 


Lou ſaw that equipage at Sarah's door 
as you not amazed at cher having fuck . 


a viſitor? 


I aſſured 1 was. 
It was not, my dear, e wholly 


to her---the lady will, when you think 7 


you can "our it, favour us 0 with her 
company. - 2 
For heaven's fake, ſpeak at once, my 
dear Madam, and relieve me from this 


* 3 1 
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3 L reflections in my mind, none of which 1 | 
are a moment entertain.—Speak, I be- 
Leech you, and fear not my ſpirits; I am 
prepared, indeed I am, tell me, 1 intreat 
pou, what 1 now fee ſo Mg concerns. 
. me. | „ MILE 
, Come ab then, and 1 wt WO 
5 this myſtery—but remember _ promiſe 
Hou have given me. ; at 
= She with great endes ted me to 
Mr. Bellmour. They both reſumed the 
_ ſubject, and endeavoured to fortify my 
W mind for this important diſcovery, when, 
a moment after we were ſeated, the door 
opened, and preſented to my fight, the 
moſt amiable and perfectly elegant wo⸗ 
man I ever ſaw.— This was all 1 had 
W time to obſerve, for on Sarah's [who ac⸗ 
cCompanied her] pointing to me, ſhe with 
nexpreſſible tranſport, threw her arms 
about me, and claſped me to her breaſt, 
- | crying Oh! my daughter my amiable 
child and Oey anode 
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vour to my lips. 
KRiſe, my lovely creature, riſe, ad 7 
the and believe me, no words could more i 


TE as, 3 1 Was, this was too wuch, 


bility, nor was I recovered, but with the 
utmoſt difficulty from my ſwoon---but 


ſpeakable joy! O, think, if Poſsible, 


wat tranſports, what raptures I felt 
waen opening my eyes, I found myſelf Ml 
ſu, ported by my angelick parent !---for! . 
ſuch ſhe really 1s, e with unutterabl 
ſweetneſs, endeavoured to ſooth and re- , 
ſtore me to myſelf. —O Charlatte, who £1 
can deſcribe my extacy ? _ 

She called me her dear, her hn lol 3 
. daughter, and every moment preſſed me 
to her heart, while tears of joy fell from 


the lovelieſt eyes in the world. What 
could I ſay ?—mine could only expreſ 
the tranſports of my heart—words were 
denied me I threw myſelf at her feet, 
and taking her hand, preſſed 1 it with fer 


feel 


I 


| "6 words reduced me to the ſame inſenſi f 


judge, my dear friend, what was my un- 
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1 feelin oly expreſs your preſent ſentiments, 

chan does the ſweet ſenſibility wur now 

appears in your eyes. | 
= She raiſed me with infinite tenderneſs, 
| : | and, taking my hand, ſaid ten thoufand 
5 engaging 2 that inſenſibly removed 
my diffidence, and I found my heart re- 


4 | lieved by uttering ſome part of my ama- 
ing felicity. She heard me with viſible 
bpleaſure, and allowed me to continue 
vVichout interruption. But it is vain, my 


N dear Charlotte, it is impoſsible to give 
WW you any idea of the delightful ſcene—no 
pen on earth could do it juſtice, much 
leſs can I, whoſe thoughts are not, nor 
believe will ſoon be again compoſed— 
take this then in part of my amazing ſtory, 
and expect the reſt, when my enraptured 


heart is a little more tranquil. But 


come rather, my dear girl, and be a wit- 
neſs to my felicity, come, and let me in- 
troduce you to not only the moſt amiable 
of women, but to the moſt tender and 
affectionate of parents. What a multi- 

"ws, tude 


54 Tux HISTORY or 


tude of new and charming ideas does] 
this dear name raiſe in my breaſt Even 9 
you, my Charlotte, fond as you juſtly i 1 
are of yours, can have no tranſports like i | 
thoſe I feel, to whom the name of mother i 5 
and daughter 1 is ſo new. Let me intreat I 
you to come and ſhare in my joy. ron ; | 
mamma will not deny you to my wiſhes Wl 
tho you have fo lately been abſent—on ſo IM 
Intereſting an occaſion. I beg you will MW 
ofter her, wath this requeſt, my beſt re- 
| ſpecs, and aſſure her the favour, if grant. 
ed, will be very highly valued. Not 5 
doubting---ſenfible as I am of her obliging W 
difpoſition---I ſhall expect Fou WI 
fail in a week at moſt. 
Adieu, my dear friend, this very im- 
perfect account, can but faintly deſcribe 
to mow the delightful ſituation of 
Your 
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Mis B&UDN 1225 to Mrs. BRUDNELL. 


"HY will not ©thie bret Clara give 
you, in her own agreeable man- 
ner, the ſequel of her amazing ſtory, and 
not, by inſiſting on my doing it, oblige 
you to loſe half the ſatisfaction you would 
otherwiſe receive? However vain 1 may 
be in ſome particulars, FT find but little 
reaſon to be ſo on this occaſion, for I 
really confeſs myſelf at a violent loſs in 
what manner to begin---She is pokitive, 


and highly delighted with my taſk, as ſhe 


ſays | it will ſuit my grave and ſober temper 
to deſcribe a thouſand things, that her 


N preſent flow of ſpirits would not permit 
bler to do fo feelingly as they ought, I - 
hope you admire her, very judicious 


reaſons, as you are no ſtranger to the fol 


dity of my judgment, and my very ſingu- 


lar gravity ; but the muſt blame herſelf 
D 4 if 


if I do not do juſtice to her family in the 
account Lam doomed to give A N 
wiſh, however, you would excuſe me till 
mp return, as J think 1 could, when with 
you, add a thouſand airs and graces to 
my narration, that would help to embel- 
_ liſh my diſcourſe, which are now all loft, - 

as 1 cannot fo well convey them to you in 


writing. Vet, as there is no probability | 


of my leaving B for ſome time, I fear 
I muſt not fo long delay giving you the 
ſatisfaction you cannot fail to receive from 
it, however ill told. So, without farther 
ceremony, I will begin. 

1 found, on my arrival at B—, the 
lovely Clara more charming than ever. 
The joy ſhe has juſt received has given ſo 
Tweet, yet lively a turn to her, till now, 
rather penſive temper, that ſhe is infinite - 
ly more amiable than I can poſſibly. de- 
ſcribe. I remember ſhe ſays, in one of 
her letters, ſhe believed her Pirits were 
not naturally ſo low nor grave, but they 


ad ever been depreſſed from her birth; 
8 and 


- 


dies CLARISSA . N 


and ſhe was certainly right; for nothing pos 
can be more elegantly. lively—tho?, after 
al, it is not in the common way. There 
W ;s till a ſoftneſs, a gentle ſomething. in 
her manner, that differs from all 1 have 
ever ſeen. Her eyes, her complexion, 
every feature is, if poſsible, improved 
ſo animated, fo blooming, yet ſo - but 
excuſe me, I did not E to do * 
juſtice. 

the 0 | Lady Caroline Boothby, ki chan L 

= mother, muſt, when of Clara's age, have 

been her very ſelf. The reſemblance is 
very ftrong, with this only difference, 


LL, 


8 
EH - 


he that, inſtead of my friend's ſweetly ex- 
er. preſsive blue eyes, her ladyfhip's are 
ſo black, and, in ſpite of my partiality for 
W, her fair daughter's, I muſk ſay, full as 
e- beautiful; ſhe does not appear to be yet 
e- forty. Never did I ſee fo much eaſe, 
of elegance, and yet dignity aſſemble in any 
e one perſon before. So graceful in every 
1 motion, and ſo amiably free and unreſer- 
"% ved in her manner, that I am almoſt as 
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we have in England. . 18, no doubt, 


L ever ſaw. This deſcription muſt ſuffice 


in what manner to begin heaven knows, 
but I plainly feel ! ſhall never go through 


with you. 


her r to er me with a repetition 


— 


intimate with her already. as 1 am 1 with her 
lovely. daughter. But the. has been 
abroad many years, and it is moſt certain 
foreigners in general have a much more 
eaſy and leſs ceremonious behaviour than 


amongſt them ſhe has acquired this ſo de- 
ſirable addreſs. Upon the whole, except 
her Clariſſa, I think her the fineſt figure 


till you have an opportunity to judge for 
Fortell. 
Now for che ſaid hiſtory, tho' where g or 


with it; ſo, my dear mamma, do not, I 
beſeech you, be diſpleaſed if I give you 
only the heads, or out-lines, and leave 
the reſt till I have the pleafure « of being 


We were one day ſeated 1n that delight- 


ful ſummer-houſe, facing the calcads in 


Sir William's gardens, 4k Clara begged 


"BL 


Miss cLARISSA Hes. 0 * 


11 of that part of her hiſtory of which I had 
not yet been informed. She obeyed, 
after deſiring I would excuſe her, if ne 
did it in as few words as poſsible; ſince 
the recollection of ſome circumſtances in 
her life could never fail to give her infi- 
nite pain. You may believe, however 
curious I might be, I could not inſiſt on 
her being more particular than was agree- 
able to her. That I may vary as little 
as poſsible from her own” words, I will | 
relate it as if ſhe was ſtill the ſpeaker, 
for this I think will not only be the eaſi- 
eſt way, but alſo prevent a thouſand ſays 
ſhe's, and ſays he's, that, to be repeated, 
would take up half my time. So now, 
my dear mamma, you are, if you pleaſe, 
to fancy it is lady Boothby that is ſpeak-. - © 
ing; tho”, I fear, you will often find a. 
prodigious - reſemblance of your fair 
daughter, in her ladyſhip's language. 
1 will got, my dear miſs Brudnell,, 
tire you with an account of any of my 
affairs which do not relate to thoſe of 


% 
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your friend. At een 1 b 
[unknown to Lord N my father] 
the moſt amiable man on earth. You 
may, perhaps, be able, in ſome meaſure, 
to comprehend the ftruggles and pain it 
coſt my heart, to do what I was but too 
ſenſible would highly diſpleaſe him. 
Having loſt my amiable mother when þ 
was very young, I had no one I could, 
or durſt conſult in the affair, and to aſk 
his conſent I well knew was in vain. Bu 
love, my dear miſs Brudnell, appeared 
to me as unconquerable as ever I had 
heard it deſcribed by the moſt poetic 
genius, and my amiable lover more 
than anſwered all their moſt elegant de- 
ſcriptions both in perſon and , 
This is my only defence. | Y 8 

le was in the army, and uſed frequently 
to viſit my father, by whom he was al- 
ways received with great friendſhip and 
eſteem. A fure proof to me of his merit, 
but too certain, that this alone, would not 
induce my father to 1 78 the iep I had 

| taken, 
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 Mrss CLARISSA B—. 6 
taken, and as the young gentleman had 


but a very ſmall fortune, beſides his com- 


miſſion, I durſt not immediately reveal 


W the ſecret,” {till hoping ſome more favour- 


able opportunity would offer.” My maid 
was the only witneſs of our marriage, 
and the confidant of all our correſpon- 


| dence. My father never entertained the 


leaſt ſuſpicion of what I had done, but 
continued to treat my huſband” with his 
uſual civility. Six months paſt on in this 
manner, when, to our unſpeakable grief, 
his regiment was ordered abroad. What 
was my affliction and how great the ſhock 
J felt, no words can deſcribe. Our forrom © 
was indeed ſevere, but fruitieſs. The day 


= was fixed that was to render me the moſt 


miſerable of all beings. After much 


melancholy conſultation, it was agreed n 


not to inform my father of our union 
Whether we judged right! in this reſerve 
I was not then able to determine, but 
certain it is we neither of us could find 


courage to diſcloſe to him the fatal ſecret. 


. 


It is needleſs, and indeed impoſlible, to 


amiable friend. Les, my dear Clariſſa, 


8 * 1 
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tell you, with what tenderneſs and affec- . 


tion I was beloved by my amiable hu. 


band; nor can . my d Miſs Brod: 


the dreadful hour of pang nen He 
left me, after a thouſand times returning 


to repeat his tender adieus---but when he 
was really gone, my very life ſeemed to 
follow him.---I fell ſenſeleſs into the arms 
of my poor weeping Sarah, nor gave any = 


ſigns of life for a conſiderable time. She, 
good creature, was milſerable---the ſitua - 
tion I was in, and affliction J fuffered; W 


made her, with too much reaſon, dread 
a diſcovery. In vain I endeavoured” to 


appear as uſual---F was from that moment 
_ ſeized with a fever, from which I did 
not recover for many weeks, and nothing 


is more extraordinary than that I ſhould; 
after all my diſtreſs both of mind and 
body, live to bring into the world your 


. : 
* 


1 


Mis CLARI ITY 3. 


it was in thoſe days of unſpeakable arte. 
tion you firſt ſaw the ght. 
My father was inconſolable, and, Fog 
every endearing” and tender expreſſion, 
aſſured me, his happineſs: depended on 
my recovery: . By. my faithful Sarah's 
prudence and care, I was ſafely delivered 
of you, my dear Clara, but little did T. 
that moment believe I ſhould ever live to 
reward you, as, I thank heaven, I no-] 
can, for the miſery to which I was tl en 


= obliged to expoſe you. 


Wich agany none can feel, 8 hal 
in my, dreadful ſituation, I was obliged 
to yield the dear pledge. of my unfortus- 
nate, tho? never regretted, union, to that 
faithful creature. My ſtrength inſenſibly 
returned after this event, and the firſt 
uſe my dear father made of it, was to in 
ſiſt on my going immediately to the ſouth 
of France, in hopes that temperate clime 


would perfect the cure that was already 


ſo far advanced. Nothing but leaving 
my unhappy infant could have made me 


_ obj een: 
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object to this Stopofal.” In vain 1 aſſured 
him my native air would ſoon reſtore me; 
- the phyſicians, with him, agreed 1 it was 
_ abſolutely neceſſary I. ſhould go. What 

could I do? Every one conſpired againſt 
me, and I was doomed to be compleatly 
wretched. A month after my delivery I 


was cruelly : obliged to leave the dear 1 
creature who might, durſt I have revealed 2 
my marriage, have been my conſolation W 


during the abſence of her amiable and 
tenderly beloved father; but this waz 
denied me: I agreed to truſt my lovely 


infant to the care of my good Sarah, who Wi 


had lived with me from my infancy, 'and 
who certainly loved me with the tender- We 
neſs of a mother. I ſettled a method of 


correſpondence by the means of a perſon Wl 
1 was obliged to truſt, and the only one 


who knew of the affair except herſelf, 


and, after a thouſand tender inſtructions Wi 


concerning the dear creature, and as many 


charges to be ſecret till my return, I left 


England, with ahcart torn with Ws and 


Miss cLARTSsA Baden» OH 


deſpezß 52 hink, my dear miſs. Brudnell, 


che miſery 1 endured, obliged as 1 Was to 
dige my inexpreſſible grief and affliction, 
let I ſhould raſſe ſuſpicions in my 2 
: Soon after my arrival in France, my 
fectly reſtored, but a me- 
uld not 


health was pe 
lancholy, which all my efforts co 
conceal, preyed upon my ſpirits, 


gave my father as much uneaſineſs as oy 5 
former illneſs had done. He would, on 
no account, return to England, convinced 
the place I was in, was much more; hkely 
o diſpel it than any other; but, alas! he 

U little knew the reaſon I had for ſo amt 


ouſly deſiring to return. The ſettled 


grief that had taken poſſeſſion of my 
W {pirits had, however, one good effect, as 
it freed me from, or at leaſt gave me 
ſufficient reaſon to reject, without greatlyx 
diſobliging my father, ſeveral offers that 
- were made me, even while abroad. Tou 


may believe, I was not on that account 


very ſolicitous to remove the e 0 


their eren 1 frat 


* A 4 4 v6 n 


1 had 


% : 
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I had Sequently- the moſt endearing | 
Wake affectionate letters from my dear huf. 
band, that the moſt tende 


reveal the affair to my father, that l 
might either come to him there, or he by 
his intereſt [if he ſhould pardon the ſtep 
we had taken without his leave] get per- 
miſſion to come to England. He praiſed 
the climate where he was, in the higheſt 
terms, and uſed every engaging perſua. 
ſion, to induce me to follow him, aſſur. 


_ me 1 mould find/iv perfectly W 


While I was WS waiting, lit anxious 
eee for a favourable moment in 
which this diſcovery was to be made, ] 
in vain expected to hear from my nurſe, 
Every means I uſed to learn the cauſe of 
this ſilence was to no purpoſe: I wrote 
to the perſon I had appointed to receive 
my letters and orders for her, but got no 
. anſwers. Month after month elapſed; 


and no accounts came, My affliction 


[ 


heart could dictate. He implored me to 
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was at laſt too 3 for my e I 2 


ſunk under 1t and was once more re u a 


to the verge of the grave. | 1 op 

The dreadful condition to which Is Re 
now reduced, and the continual affliction 
my dear father had ſo long endured on 
my account, had near deprived me of 
that indulgent parent. He uſed every 


kind expoſtulation to prevail on me to 
diſcloſe to him the cauſe of that fatal 
ſorrow . J had fo long indulged but, alas! | 
durſt I confeſs what I was fo. ſenſible 


would give him ſo much uneaſineſs „ 
withed—yet dreaded" an explanation—a 
thouſand. times 1 tried to 650 * 
rage fat, . laſt, in thoſe moments in 
which, by the violence of my fever 1 
was deprived of reaſon, I diſcloſed the 


ſecret of my woes too plainly ta leave any. 


doubt of the amazing truth. It was 


many weeks before my father thought 
me able to bear a converſation on the in- 
ang e and, in ſpite of the 


fur- T7 
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ſurpriſe and affliction that dear parent 


cerning the truth of what 1 had given ſo 
much reaſon for belief. He ſeemed too 


moving expreſſion of ſorrow and repen- 


tance, for the trouble and anguiſh I had 


cecaſioned him, implored his forgivenck, 


He raiſed me with. looks that expreſſed 
very different emotions from thoſe I had 
Treaſon to expect. Alas! my dear Caro- 
Une, faid he what miſery might have BY 

been 


muſt have felt at the unexpected diſco. 9 
very, he had. ſo much affection for his 5 
*unhappy daughter, as not to mention it 
till I was ¶ to the aſtoniſhment of the Phy- 
- "ficians, who had long pronounced my 
recovery impoſſible] reſtored to tolerable 
health. But judge what was my amaze- 
ment, when, in a manner I had little "Wi 
reaſon to expect, he queſtioned me con- 


2 


well acquainted with my unhappy ſtory, i 
and indeed expreſſed fuch unhoped- for 
compaſſion for my grief, that I no longer Wi 
© concealed any thing from him, but, on 
my knees, confeſſed it all, and with! every 


I 1 You ara indeed-b been E ys 


my dear child, but have too ſeyerely 


paid for it, to leave room for any farther. 


puniſhment. Alas] you are too dear to 


my heart to receive any from me. Ha 5 


you but made me the confidant of your 
unhappy affairs, what miſery might. have 
been prevented but it is now. too late. 
Forget, my dear. Caroline, the days of 
ſorrow you have too long endured, and | 
look forward to many happy years. 
Your child may yet be reſtored—your 
huſband ſhall at a proper time be recalled. 5 
Endeavour, therefore, to recover your 
perfect health. We will return to En- 
gland, and ſhall, I hope, be more ſucceſs- 
ful in our ſearch than you have yet been. 
I will not attempt to deſcribe to you . 
my unbounded joy—It is not, my dear 
Miſs Brudnell, in the power of words. 
Preparations were making for our re- _ 
born, and in che mean time 1 again v wrote 
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15 every one likely ec to give me he bee 
mation I deſired, but all in vain, I could 
id I ever receive one 


- hear nothing, nor d 
letter to the many 1 continually ſent, but 


the hopes of better ſucceſs when W 1 


perſon, gave me ſome conſolation, 


We were juſt on the point of leaving 5 


France, when, to convince me it was poſ- 


ſible to be even more wretched than I had | 
ever yet been, my kind, my indulgent i 


father, was ſeized with a diforder, that 


rendered our journey impoſsible. What 
mall I fay?—I1 was, in a few weeks, de- 
| prived of that dear, that tender and af | 


fectionate parent—and yet I live—a con- 


vincing proof, that no one ever died of 


grief, —Pardon me if I do not dwell on 
this truly melancholy ſubje&, the cruel 


remembrance of which no time will 


ever efface from my memory. 


I returned to England, and there was 
informed, the perſon, by whoſe means 1 


ſhould have heard from my nurſe and 


forſaken child, died the "oy week I left 
Len 


1 n E 


* 
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Londa 
or indeed, a 


All my ſearch, all my enquiries! were 


to no purpoſe; the good creature had no 


friends that could inform me what was 
become of her, and all my tn were 
now gone for eve. 


England-was become dreadful to me. 


I determined,” therefore, to go immedi- 


ately to my dear and ever adored huſband, 


who had juſt been appointed Governor of 


| the iſland he was in, and which 15 Ba 
in every letter, ſo highly praiſed. 
As I had no brother, the title EP" 


eſtate of our family. went to a diſtant re 
lation, but T was left, by my dear and 


ever valued father, a fortune of forty 


thouſand pounds, beſides our houſe in 5 | 


London. 
After ſttüng my affairs, and wel 


orders with a perſon I could truſt, ſtill to 


make diligent ſearch for the dear creature, 


F 


TIM "50 


nor c had time to give any orders | 
one concerning that, 
was ſo extremely ſudden and unexpected. 
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. 1 150 had but ſmall n I ſhould ever 
4 = ſee again,” I took leave of my friends, and 
= went to my. amiable huſband. - What 
| bj | was his joy on ſeeing me, is more eaſily WW 
mamagined than deſcribed. Nothing but 
our dear child was wanting to our felicity, | 
and providence, as if to puniſh me for 
| that one act of imprudence I had been 
= guilty of, and which had cauſed me ſo 
much ſorrow, never bleſſed me with any 
other that lived above a few months. 
Time at laſt deprived me of all hopes, 
and we began to forget, in ſome meaſure, 
our misfortune. The country we were 
in, was indeed delightful, and we had, 
for many years, enjoyed that, as well as a 
number of agreeable friends and acquain- 
tance, we had during that time made, 
when I was again reduced to miſery and 
diſtraction I loſt my lovely, my ever 
| tender and affectionate huſband What 
then was left me but ſorrow and deſpair? 
Permit me to paſs over in ſilence a 
ſcene, that I ſee affects even you, who Wl 

* | | | can 
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can have büt fe ide orn. ramber- 
leſs perfe&tions. 1 „ 

I again WD to Fade convince? 
that place alone could preſerve the life * 
valued, only as the idea of my unhappy 
child again took poſſtffion of my heart. 
This was ſtill an uncertainty, my other 


misfortunes were irremediable. Now all 


my care and tenderneſs ſeemed confined 
to this dear object. I wiſhed to live, 
that I might dedicate chat life to the 
ſearch I had ſo long purſued. This hope, 
however groundleſs, made me uſe every 
means for the reſtoration of my impaired 
health, which was at laſt reſtored, and * | 
again returned to England, and heaven, 
when I leaft expected it, as a reward for 
all my ſufferings, at laſt diſcovered to me 
the place here my Clariſſa was ſo gene- 
rouſly preſerved. After being near ſix 
months in town, I was, at length, by 
meer accident, informed of Wh 1. _ 
6 long, in vain, earneſtly deſired to x : 
Vol. II, * 


* 
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5 A ſervant L had lately taken! into my a 1 


4 Ho 


was the perſon who gave me this aclightful 


news. She had not been long in my 3 

1 whenhearing ſome of the otherſervants talk. 
ing of that affair, and the name. of wy «4 | 
Goodwin being! mentioned, ſhe made ſome : 
particular enquiries concerning her age 


and circumſtances ; and, in. ſhort, told 
them ſhe knew one of that name within a 


few miles of the place where ſhe came 
from in the country. This was enough, ; 


tho” there might certainly have been many 
other Sarah Goodwin's than mine. I im- 


| mediately ſet out, according to her direc- 
tions, and how 1 ſucceeded, you, my dear 


Miſs : Brudnell, already know. What 
now remains is my g good Sarah's Part of 


the hiſtory, which I will give you in as 
few words as poſſible. 


I ene Kae, they. Ml 


termined to go into the country with her 
lovely charge, not only as ſhe could there 


We conceal the Nrret 1 had truſted her 
5 With, 


* 
— 


Wiss CLARISSA 8 #5 ? 
28 but principally Pecan: that place, 


as, in her opinion, , more likely to pre- 


5 ſerve the dear creature” 8 health chan me | 
W cloſe town. . | 
= She took a 8 and 14 out, and kia 


got near the town that is within a few 


. antes of this place, I forget its name, 


| ; | when her carriage was ſtopped; and ſhe, | 


| good Toul, terrified almoſt out of her life, 
by being ordered to deliver her money. 
Tze robbers took every farthing ſhe had - 


| in the world, a more conſiderable ſum 
indeed than they could well have expected 5 
from her appearance, as I had left her as 


much as I thought neceſſary at that times | 
dot foreſeeing the dreadful accident that 

put it out of my power to ſupply her 
8 with more when that was gone. Her af-/ 


We fiction and diſtreſs, you may believe, was 
more than J can expreſs. She arrived at 


che place, with a heart almoſt diſtracted. 
W This was not half the } journey ſhe. inten- 
| ded when ſhe left Lodon, but her money 

REES was 


* 


* 
_ 
. +, 
7 & 
2 
18 
NS. 
1.6.4 : 
9 
U 1 
4 
Wir 
4 7 
OB 1} 
#5 * j 
"0 
_ 
4, 1 
_ $4.4 
19 
j | a3 
= | aft . 
1 2 
Dr 
E. 5108 7 
. 3 4 
f C 
41. 4 3 
8 
H 
. 14 
4 N 
nn F 
1 1 ; 
41% 11% . 
14 7 
: 0 1725 
. thy 12-4 
: 4 * 16 w- 
#1 1 2 105 3 
WL > 8 
m4 Ll 
i 4 
F 14 £8 j 
: K 
I 0 7 
1% N 
*. a 
1 1 N A 
: Wi 1 1 
i 
1 
283 F 
. 
e. 
itt 
3 
4 1270 > 
l ; _ 
48 I 1 
3. . 
* BE 
F. N 
+ T5 * 
n 
t r 
41+ 45 
: 19078 
RN 
117 i 
1% 05515124 
1 „ie 
e 
wt 
* ee 4 
\ ESA. 
IE Vt +. 
1 7 
: j- 1979 
7% . 
3Þ «55 10-8 
B+ 
HERES 
R 0 +: 5 
22 4 , 
; LIN © 
anne 
. 
o A 
T4 + 11 * 4 
I E 
12 4 7008 
. i 15 
i . 
219 1 
1 5 t } 
F 
1 3; 
D 
5 2 o 
I 
19 7 
1 95 % 
: 11 "x 
43 "($17 . 
1 8 
15 * 
1 f As $6 117 
24 
17 N 5 
r 
n, 
: bly 
BY. 15514 4 
8: : r 
. i 
1 37 
+ a+ % 
-* BAY 2. 
—_ 07 3480 
i: NN. 
* 
3; 1 
1 . 
1:18 
- 2 
i } 46% Fi 
1 1 *; . 
HTS) 
F 
1 id 
l 29 
i i >: 
e HR 
3 1250] 
9 p $0 
n 
** . 7 4 
« {35 1 
12 1 
? 1 © 
[ . 
4 * Tann 
. $37 32] 
25 £ : 
* * 1 
q A 
* i 4 , 
4+ 5 3 XZ 
41 7 E 
"of 4 N. 5 
.. n * 
* 1 
1 Ny 
5 N r 
: IS 
n 8 
Is a x 4 4 
ſ 3 * ea 
28 4,- "2,88 
. 12 
. 4 
l \ . 
99 * 3 
. ©, - . 
* —5 85 % 1 
F 2 . $ þ 
* 1 1 
r 
n | 
A. 18 7 _ 
i *: 23+. 
5 r 
: : —_—_ 
8 1 1 
- - 5 0 
1 S tt; K 
5 a 
. en v o 
DE * . 4 
n g 2 
1 
+4 £ 7 7 
j ? * 
bh FE: . 
[ YE 8 - 7 
* 
5 £ 
1 1 
x, % 
8 
2 i 
7 1 
8 
* 
5 


76 Taz HISTORY or, 


was, gone, and conſequently . MEP 


not proceed. She took a lodging where 


ſhe might wait, till ſhe could write to the 
perſon, I had appointed to manage her 
affairs, but who can deſcribe her grief and 


aſtoniſhment when informed that ſhe died, 
as I told you, the very day alter ſhe left 
London;! What was now to be done? 
It was but a ſmall place ſhe. was at, ſhe 


could by no means get back again, nor if 
ſhe could, knew where to "PP for all. 


ANCE, as as I was gone. 


The fears of what might Tn to "i 


dear charge, made her almoſt die with de. 
ſpair. The amiable character of the wor⸗ 
thy Mr. and Mrs. Bellmour, which the 
heard from every one in the Place, and 

their having no other child chan one ſon, 


inſpired her with the thought of commit. 
ting the ſmiling creature to their care and 
protection. In conſequence of this refo- ; 
lution, ſhe left her lodgings, after ſatis 


Nan the People of the houſe with, a pre. 
ſent 


cre 


eft 


the WW 


Mis CLARISSA. B 


* 


* 


ſent of! n of her TOR Ms ot 


money, which they had the inhumanity | to 
take, tho' they knew the accident ſhe had 


met with. She told them ſhe was going 


to purſue her Journey, and was to meet 


the coach at a certain place which ſhe 
named. T hey were perfectly eaſy about 


the matter, and thus they partec. 
With anxious ſteps ſhe walked to B 


5 


nor did ſhe reach it till night, but this 


ſhe did not regret, as her deſign could | 


not be put in practice till that time. 


8 


was moon light. She, with a trembling 


heart, ſat down under a tree at ſome little 
diſtance from this hoſpitable manſion, to 


whoſe generous inhabitants ſhe hoped to ; 


introduce her dear charge, not doubting 


but their humanity would induce them to 
pity the lovely crea: ure which the next 
morning would diſcover; to their no doubt 
wondering ſight.” She waited till the ima= 
gined every eye was Cloſed” in ſleep, 
and then, with a beating heart, #pprovete 


"SOS 


ed 
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ed the houſe, her charge carefully Wrapt 
| up to preſerveitfrom the dew of the morn. 
ing; for ſhe kept the dear creature fold. 
ed in her arms till almoſt day-light, that 
"It might not be too long expoſed. Then, a 

while it ſweetly Nept, ſhe laid it gently 
down, on a bed of violets, that grew juſt 
under the window (having previoully 
pinned a label on its breaſt wheron ſhe 
had written the name Clariſſa B—) where, | 
after praying that her deſign might pro- 
ſper, ſhe, with a thouſand anxious fears, 
left her to the care of providence z ; reſoly- 
ing, however, you may believe, to be at | 
no great diſtance, but by ſome means to 
g learn how far her prayers were heard, 
Imagine, my dear miſs Brudnell, what 4 
Was Mrs. Bellmour's ſurpriſe on finding 
the dear creature, who was ſtill faſt aſleep, I 
on chat flowery bed, when ſhe [as had 
ever been her cuſtom} aroſe to take her 
morning walk —imagine it, 1 ſay, as no 


words, the declares, En ever e " 
On 


* 


Miss cLARISSA 1 


On her taking the little angel in her 


arms, it Waked, and by its innocent miles 


at once gained admittance not only to her 
houſe, but heart. from chat moment ſhe 


determined to prefe erve the little orphan, 


and ever treat It as her own. You, my 


dear Miſs Brudnell, are ſenſible O | 


nobly that amiable woman has fulfilled 
| the promiſe ſhe then made. In a few 


village. It was the time of harveſt. ” She 


joined ſome others who were in ſearch ot 


work, and for ſeveral days, without the 


leaſt ſuſpicion, was hired to make hay, 


on Mr. Bellmour's grounds. | Ar that 
ſeaſon a new face is nothing extraordin 


as thoſe, who get their living by that en 


ployment, travel all over the country, and - 
| conſequently ſtrangers are admitted withs 
out ſcruple, to Perform that rural buſi- 
neſs, By this means, ſhe learnt hom 


very ſucceſsful her ſcheme- had been. 
The little foundling was talked of as a 
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perfect cherubim amo 
and the wonderful ſtory 7 1 8 'preat 
pleaſure as they were buſily doing their 
work. She appeared as much as any one 
amazed at what they told her, and ſecretly 

wiſhed ſhe could as cafily,/ as ſhe had 
found admittance for the dear babe, | in. 
troduce herſelf to be a ſervant in the 
houſe, in exchange for her preſent em 


yment. Caculd this have been accom- 


** 
3 
* 


pliſhed, her wiſhes would have been com- 


pleat, and ſhe would, with patience and 
gratitude, wait the hour, that 1 ſhould 
"recall them both from baniſhment.. fe 

This new plan now employed all her 
thoughts. She was obſerved to have but 
© very. indifferent notion. of hay-making 
3 her companions, WhO ehe much 
at her aukward manner. e told them 
it was a buſineſs ſhe never r greatly liked, 
and wiſhed with all her heart ſhe could 
get a better. One of the maids belonging 
tothe houſe, aſked. her, if ſne won 


. : 
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fer going to ſervice; telling — 55 he: bad | 


heard her miſtreſs: wiſhing for ſome care- 


ful perſon to take the charge of her little 


foundling, tho? I fear, added ſhe, you will 


Hot do neither, as 1 fancy ſhe rather wants 
a wet nurſe. 


* 4 


Theſe words, you may 1 8 2 | 


her infinite joy: ſhe durſt not, however, 
appear over forward to accept the place, 
if it could be procured, left it ſhould, 
create any ſuſpicions ;. but, with apparent. 
indifference, told her, ſhe might, if ſhe 


— 


pleaſed, aſk her miſtreſs whether ſhe 


could be of any ſervice till one more fi: | 
for her purpoſe. could be found, as ſne 


would very willingly take the care of her 


child till then, if ſhe was at any loſs. I : 


This, in a few. hours, was done accord- 
ingly by her new acquaintance, . who. 
aſſured Mrs. Bellmour ſhe was a very 
decent looking perſon, and was willing to- 


quit her preſent buſineſs, as ſoon as ſhe 
pleaſed. 
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0 queſtions which ſhe had the good fortune 
to anſwer in a manner that pleaſed her 
new miſtreſs, ſhe was admitted into the 
houſe, and, to her unſpeakable fatisfaction, 
had her dear little e reſtored to 
her arms. Ft] 
I will leave you to imagine the Joy 
that filled her breaſt, when thus providen- 
tially delivered from her diſtreſſed fitua 
tion, and placed i in one 0 e agree- 
able. 
All thoughts of any Gtr n ate were 
ſoon forgot you may believe it was her 
ſtudy to render that change unneceſſuiy 


and by her care it was, in a few days, by I 


every one of the family, judged to be en- 
tirely ſo. Her happineſs was now enſured; 
it only remained to wait the hour that 
ſhould again reſtore. her dear Clara to 
her ep and friends. This was now 
her only care; in order to which ſhe 
wrote to me, giving a particular account 


a i. 
42 of 
4 
: 
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of all that had | happened and inclo d 1 
| packet in one to a friend ſhe had in on- 
don, begging ſhe would, by ſor e means, by 
| get a direction to me, and forward her 
letter. This I never received; and wWhe- 
ther owing to careleſsneſs in the perſon to 
= whom it was ſent, or by ſome other ac- 
dident, I don't yet daun nor co 10 dat hi 
ever learn. __ 
In this manner 60h lived in Ka ro tran- | 
quility, except her anxiety for me, till 
Clara was two years old. She had always 
determined to go in perſc n t-to London, 
as ſoon as ſhe could, without danger, leave 
her to the care of others, till ſhe had 
made every enquiry in her power to find 
in what place J had ſettled. She got 
leave from Mrs. Bellmour to coke 5 
2 journey, without being obliged to diſeo 
ver her motives for deſiring it. She 
arrived in town; but judge what was her 
grief and deſpair, when informed by my 
8 -:clations, of whom ſhe might with juſtice: 
i | F expect 
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expect to hear the truth. 
At that time this report was s every her 
de, and muſt, I ima e 


had no other proof chan her word to give 
in confirmation of her ſtory, had ſhe r 

ſolved to diſcloſe the ſecret. Every one 
agreed in the belief that it was me, and 
not my father that died in France; my 
ill ſtate of health wade hi miſtake _ 


cal gain credit. 
Sarah gave over al m iepes of ever being 
able toconvince my friends, that her Clara 
was indeed ſo nearly related to them, and 
was, therefore, determined not to make 
the attempt, leſt ſne ſhould thereby 
prive her of her preſent protectors, 8 
out being able to procure her any other 
Mrs. Bellmour loved her with the tender- 
neſs of a mother, and the had no. daugh- 
| 3 


K > 


_ ever ſince lived in the manner you, 


— 


g L ; ; : & ; , : ==_ | 4 * 3 
Miss /CLARTSSA =. 36 


i 


ters of her own; all theſe conſiderations 


made on Me Kill to keep the ſecrer, | 
even from ; EX 


b dee Lee 


thouſand fruitleſs cares and anxieties, 


that could not fail to torment her, in 
ſpite of the happy ſituation providence 
had ſo fortunately placed her in. With 
this reſolution, ſhe again returned to B, 
where, perſuaded of my death, 


Brudnell, are acquainted with: reſolving, 
however, to inform Mrs. Bellmour of the 


whole affair before ſhe died, if ſhe was 
not, before that hour, by ſome unforeſeen 


event, reſtored to her oun family; a A 
licity ſhe at that time had no n, wy 8 
believe even poſſible. pul 
Thus, my dear mamma, have 1 entlea- 
voured to give you ſome account of my 
amiable friend's family, and the hiſtory ; 
of her lovely mother. I am ſenfible it is 
a very imperfect one, but it will, I hope, 
in 


ol loſing my ſweet friend. Lady Boothby 
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in ſome meaſure, "FOR your We; 
till I have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
when I will be a little more particular. 

It is impoſſuble to tell you how per- 
fectly happy I am here, or in what an 
agreeable manner we ſpend our time; 
the only alloy to my felicity is the thoughts 


talks of leaving B—. This, you may 
believe, however reaſonable, gives a 
damp to all our pleaſures. Mr. and Mrs. 
Bellmour are miſerable at the thought of 
parting with their Clariſſa, tho? her Lady. 
ſhip has promiſed to viſit them frequent- 
| by, and, what is ſtill more agreeable, has 
aſſured them, if a proper houſe and ſitua- 
ion can be found in their neighbourhood, 
ſhe will ſpend a few months every ſummer 
in that place. You may believe "Me 
will make dihgent enquiry. 3 
But how, my dear mamma, ſhall I give 
you any idea of Harry's ſufferings on this 
occaſion It is abſolutely impoſſible. — _ 
He 


Miss CLARI SSA Bo 8; 


He has never been hin; ſince this 
amazing and J dare ſay, by him, un- 


wiſhed-for event. He no longer enter tains 
the lovely Clara with his paſſion, but a 


ſilent melancholy gives evident marks of : 


his deſpair and dreadful. diſappointment. 
believe nothing has yet been ſaid to 


Lady Boothby of their paſſion, tho? £ 


think it is impoſſible ſhe ſhould not, be- 
fore now, have obſerved what is ſo vifible 
in both. As. for Clara, ſhe treats him 
with more tenderneſs than ever, and has, 
or I am deceived, aſſured him of her un- 
changeable affection, not doubting but 
her amiable parent will be indulgent to 
her in an affair which ſo nearly concerns 


her future peace. Heaven knows what 
will be the iſſue, or how far her hopes ; 
are juſt, but I am perſuaded it is the 


completion of them only, that can ſave 
ber from miſery, notwithſtanding the af- 


fluent fortune ſhe-is ſo unexpectedly | be- 


come miſtreſs of. Unleſs Harry is ta 
1 ſhare : 


-— 


„ 
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hare i it Wich her, 1 am well aſſo 3 1 it 

will afford her but very ſmall ſatisfaction. 
Delicacy will now prevent him from con- 
tinuing his addreſſes, and with much 
more reaſon will the ſame cauſe, after all 


chat is paſt, render it impoſſible for Mr. 


Bellmour to make any propoſals in bis | 
favour. He, no doubt, now regrets not a 
Bttle bis former obſtinacy. I may per- 
| haps wrong him by ſo. unkind an expreſ- 
von, as he always pretended to have rea- 
ſons for his conduct, of a different nature 
from that T mean, tho he muſt pardon 


me if I a little doubt his veracity on this 


erh and cannot but fear, the ſelfiſh _ 


views of intereſt and ambition, had ſome 


are in forming thoſe violent and unex- 
plained obſtacles ſo much talked of. If 5 
F am wrong, T again beg his pardon : 


time may, perhaps, give us ſome infor- 


mation; it has already made one diſcove- ” 
ry as extraordinary as theirs can poſſibly 


be—and T fancy rather more lo. I own, 


* 


- 1 
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I cannot help: being a Ved warm in my 

friend's cauſe, | and very ſincerely” wiſh. | 
that ſhe and her beloved e had 
taken a trip to Scotland before her 
Ladyſhip's arrival. Don't 
dear mamma, but hear my prudent reaſons 
for this undutiful ſentence, as n mw 
perhaps be inclined to call it. t 
Mr. Bellmour loves them both too 
well not to pardon them, after giving 
them a „ reprimand, as is uſual on 
thoſe occaſions: this he would, 
I am convinced, have te them both 
again to His favour. "He has three hun- 
dred a year, I beheve, or thereabouts: 
with this fortune, Harry and his fair 
bride, would, Lam certain, have enjoyed 
more true felicity, than they will ever ex. 
perience aſunder, were even the univerſe. 
divided between them. At laſt, to crown 
the whole, comes Lady Boothby, who 
would alſo, I am as certain, have rejoiced © 
tull as much to K 


in 


TOW n, my 


ave found her daughter 


* 6 


— 


the ſaw . an wlegant c creature fie was, 
that had given her that title, as the has 
done on recovering her in her preſent con- 
dition; her fortune would have followed 
her approbation of courſe. N 
Now, tell me, my good mamma, whe- 
He my ſcheme would not have been in- 
finitely better than all this ſuſpenſe and 
anxiety which the poor deſpairing lovers 
experience at preſent ! ? I'vow, I muſt re- 
peat my wiſh, and very : ſincerely regret 
*their want of genius and ſpirit, ' I could 
add a thouſand wile things to juſtify my 


| ſentiments, but am ſo horribly fatigued 


already with writing, that I verily be- 
lieve 1 ſhall never again touch a * 
while I am here. 

Clara may thank herſelf if I hang not; - 3 
which i mayas well confeſs is a truth, done 
juſtice to her fair mamma's adventures. 
1 told her, when ſhe ſet me about the 
taſk, 1 was the moſt unfit perſon in the 
whole 
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whole world to 
moment I recolle& fifty things I qowm - 
forgot to mention, but excuſe me if Ido 
not begin my tale again; take it, therefore, 
as it is, and believe me it has effeftually + 
cured your daughter of her paſſion for 

| ſcribbling. It i is with no ſm ifficul 


can bold Le. pen to affure you Tam,” 


nn 
| ener BRUDNELL, 


5 5 
. 
* f » „ ry + 
5 >> 3 : 
4 $ bs : 2 
py i . 
* 
* 
* * yy \ ' " 
* * me 5 
4 * <A py 
2 ” 1 XZ 
a 3 * » 4 
VU 
1 12 
£ 
£ 
« * 
* 
* 
2 
* 
65 
8 * 
* 
* 
5 
— \ 
8 - - F 
- Y 
3 4 L 7 
a 5 4 £4 £5 x 
- 1 5 5 7 
5 
$ 
— * 6 
F 3 4 4 4 * © 1 7 
18 | 15 
” 
2 * P % 4 * 
2 
4 * 
7 
- 
- 
* 7 
- 
* 
. "4 S 7 
\ x 5 
om 
. : 
4 o > 
+ 5 i 4 9 : 
" i ; 
_ 
n * x Fs * 
% 
4 — 
3 
- 
* * 
— 
” 
- 
- 
n 
* 2% 
99 
5 , SY 
* 
MO 
1 8 [ 
[4 * 18 l 
ol 
5 
DESI 
re. 
o 


3 © 


— 


by” , "# 
. 4 k 1 q * Fu . 8 
8 , 7 . %. 2 . % 1 
NE ES = SF 
0 f J k 
; % i : = 


* i 9 8 Zh 
8 "= 
A * 4 
* 
* 8 0 fp 3 
2 2 — 8 
1 Fn 


2 LE TER L. 


\ H E * are gone, e mamma, 
1 and have left us all in the moſt 
dreary condition you can conceive. Mrs. 
Bellmour is inconſolable, and Harry, you 
may eaſily believe, in a ſituation not to 
be deſcribed. | | 
The moment Lady Boothby's equi- 
page diſappeared, he mounted his horſe, 
nor did we ſee him again for two days, 
and when he returned, it was but for an 
hour. It is in vain to argue with him, or 
attempt giving him conſolation. His fa- 
ther is, I believe, now perfectly ſenſible of 
bis error, and conſequently can offer him 

none with any propriety, as he is conſcious 

he has by his own—what ſhall I call it?— 
conduct been the cauſe of his affliction. 
Harry, however, makes no reflections, tho 
We i 5 : 5 5 his 
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his Meng is perfectly expreſſive, and, I 5 
fancy, Pretty well underſtood. He x never TE 
reſts a moment in a place, his counte- Wy 
nance that, till now, Was eyer the moſt 
amiable and pleaſing, 1s clouded by a. 
melancholy, he ſeems determined to in- 
dulge. He goes and comes like a ſtran- 
ger amongſt us, nor can any one offer 

| him a word of comfort, were he inclined, 

to liſten to our diſcourſe, which he, how-_ 


ever, has no deſire to do, on that: or any 
other ſubject. , 


I proteſt my ſpirits habe. KEN 1 
me I am half dead with being continu- | 
ally ſurrounded. by ſuch diſmal faces... 
Mrs. Bellmour is really much to be pitied, 
as ſhe has not only Clara's abſence to. 
lament, | but her lovely ſon's diſtreſs. 

I am all impatience to return home, which 
indeed I ſhould have done before 1 now, 
had not Clara begged 1 would ſtay : a few - 
days after her departure, to conſole her 
dear benefatreſs z that, ay indeed my 


own 
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own s for her unealinek,” made . it 
. e for me to leave her immedi. h 
ately. 
Neverthall Tforger the parting ſeenel— : 
Harrry was not, 94 fancy, able to bear | 
one 10 public, as he did not appear; nor 
did Clara ſeem to expect him, tho” I could 
ſee by her eyes, he had not forgot to bid 
her adieu. The amiable Lady Boothby | 
- expreſſed. her obligations, to, and her 
friendſhip for, Mr. Fer Mrs, Bellmour 
in the moſt obliging terms, and again 
mentioned the houſe in their neighbour. 
hood. By this, and a thouſand other 
marks of her eſteem, and the ſenſe ſhe. 
had of their generoſity to her lovely daugh. 
ter, ſhe endeavoured to conſole them for 
the pain ſhe gave, by depriving them of 7 
her company. ' 
Clara's grief was 1 wy bor perfedtly, F 

viſible | in her penſive eyes and counte- 


nance. At that moment, I am much 
deceived, if ſhe did not, as well as her 
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lover, a little regret the a to which SF 5 
2 had ſo unexpectedly raiſed her. 
r. Bellmour led her Ladyſhip to 5 
= and I my ſweet friend, whoſe ſighs, | 
and too viſible emotion, pierced my heart. 
As ſhe Repped into the carriage, I ob- 
ſerved her eyes were caſt upto the windows, 
and by that gueſſed the diſconſolate Harry 
was there. She kiſſed her hand, and” 
with a look more expreſſively ſweet and 
penſive than you can conceive, left us, 
not to rejoice at her good fortune, but to Z 
lament it, as the cauſe of 1 our for- 
rows. 1 | T | „ ; ff 
Sarah, you. may believe, was one of 
their party. She, good creature, had her 
ſhare of grief too at leaving a place ſhe, 
had ſo long been accuſtomed, and where 
e had received fo many favours; z but 
ber joy was evidently greater. Her 
= wiſhes were now accompliſhed, her dear 
child \ was s reſtored to her Is and for- 


tune, 


LE 
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tune, and her o own! good Sotho once more 
e . my dear mamma, 9 


1 ſhall reruen co you, if 1 ſtay till this 
has regained its uſual tranquility, 


F cheir ſorrow wears off for Clara“; 


eee, it encreaſes on account of their 
conſole him are in vain; he aſſured them 


of it this morning at breakfaſt, when 


rhey were endeavouring to argue the caſe. 
There did not, he ſaid, remain the leaſt 
ſhadow of hope for him now, ſince he 


would not {ſuppoſing Lady 1 
would conſent] accept his Clariſſa's hand, 


dear as ſhe was to his heart, in her pre. 
ent affluent circumſtances, ſince he had 
been denied that felicity when fortune was 
ee on his part. Could they i imagine 
Him capable of ſo much indelicacy? he 
aid, Nay, was it poſſible they could 
bear to receive ſuch obligations from one, 
whole perſonal perfections, i it was too evi- 

dent, 
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, dent they ſo little valued ? ? Was i it poſſible 
they could ſo clearly confeſs it, as ta ac- 
I cept her for their daughter now, who ' 
, was ſo lately. thought unworthy that 
s diſtinction ? Thus did he, and with too. 
s much juſtice, I own, run on, nor could 
a they offer any arguments that were likely 
af to give him. conſolation. This was the 
8 firſt converſation he had deigned to ſhare 
” in ſince her departure, and in all Proba- 
8 bility will be the laſt for ſome time. His 
ſr looks teſtify a ſettled grief, not without a 
ie mixture of reſentment, for the diſappoint- 
JT WW ment his parents have, by their intereſted 
d, | views, been the occaſion of. ge” 
oF Were you ſenſible of poor Mrs. Bell- | 
a mour's uneaſineſs you would with pleaſure, 
py 1am certain, permit me to continue yet 
if a while at B—; your orders will, how- | 


ever, in this, as well as every other in- 

ſtance, be readily obeyed bys, my n 

mamma's ever affectionate, N 
CHARLOTTE BRUDNELL: 
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MI not a | perverſe creature, my 
A. dear Charlotte? —I am not happy, | 
in ſpite of all the bleſſings of life with 
which I am ſurrounded. Fo 3 the image | 
of my amiable, ſuffering Harry is ever 
preſent to my imagination—his dear idea 
is never a moment from my thoughts. 
O, tell me, Charlotte, how does he bear 
this cruel ſeparation ?—I am too ſenſible 
of his love and eſteem, to fear that abſence _ 
ſhould drive me from his memory—0n 
the contrary, I die with ſorrow for the 


pains I know that abſence will. cot him. 


= 
ge: 


O, my friend, ſooth his grief by Jour 


ſprightly, yet tender and pleaſing conver- 
ſation; talk to him of his Clarifla, tel 


him I only live for him, aſſure him no 


change of fi or tune, however elevated, can 
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makes me, even for a moment, forget 
him. Forget him, did I ſay?— Heavens! 
what a thought No, it is the remem· 7 
brance of the delightful hours I have 

paſt in his amiable ſociety, the ten thou- 
ſand tender and engaging) proofs I every 
moment received that ſupports me, and 


not all theſe envied honours: to which I 


am raiſed. - No, Charlotte, I am convin- 
ced they are but empty names, nor can 
give any true pleaſure to the poſſeſſor. 
I wanted not this experience to confirm 
my opinion of their inſignificancy, I have 
ſeen it in many inſtances. I never covet- _ 
ed nor envied others the poſſeſſion of 
their wealth, my heart receives no conſo- 
lation from it; on the contrary, do not 
the pains I now ſuffer flow from that: _w 
ſource? 
When, Charlotte, ſhall I be 0 a fits 
ation that will prevent my repining and 
diſcontented reflections ?—Alas! I fear 
never. Jam certainly the moſt ungrate- : 
F 2 ; ful 
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ful creature in the world. I bluſh While 


I write, and condemn my heart, which 
Ce rtainly « ought to. 8 dictated a very 


different letter, for am I not bleſſed with 


the moſt tender and indulgent | parent, 
who is every moment diſcovering in her 
ungrateful daughter ſome new perfection, 
inſtead of the many faults and failings to 
which I am but too much ſubject? To 


theſe ſhe is blind, and only fees in her 


Clara thoſe few good qualities of which 
ſhe is poſſeſſed. Is it then poſſible [ 
ſhould ſtill find my heart diſſatisfied, nor 
be able to enjoy my amazing, unmerited 
good fortune? Yes, let me confeſs to you 


—and only you—that I do not, nor ever 
can know true felicity, unleſs. permitted 


to ſhare it with the amiable and generous 
Harry Bellmour. Oh! think, my Char- 
lotte, what he has ſuffered on my account 
Reflect, but a moment, on the num- 
berleſs reaſons I have to value and eſteem 


him, and tell me, if I am abſolutely in. 
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excuſable, for thus daring to add another 
with to the many deſires I have already 
been indulged in, by that providence whoſe 
goodneſs I can never enough adore. 
But I forget—My friend would aſk me 
a thouſand queſtions about my new ſitu. 
ation, and may, with great juſtice, ex- 
pect me to anſwer them very particularly. 
Yet ſpare me, my dear creature, if I diſ- 
appoint you in this firſt epiſtle ; it really - 
was my deſign when I fat down to write, 
but fo many—let me ſay more intereſting 
—ideas, took poſſeſſion of my heart, the 
moment I found myſelf engaged in con- 
verſation for fo I always imagine myſelf 
when ſcribbling to my ſweet friend, ' who 
ſuffers me to ſend her my thoughts juſt 
as they occur, however wandering or in- 
correct. It was this liberty, to which my 
pen has ſo long been accuſtomed, that 
made me forget my deſign, and as uſual 
led me to that ſubject, rather than any 
other; but 1 will be very minute in my 
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Future letters, you ſhall in them be told 


every GE ver iin "_ 


nificant. VV»ʒ'vG2 5 ; 


What a an amazing change in FRY affairs 


"1 hes a few weeks produced From being 


a dependant, a forſaken creature, deſti. 
tute of every friend and relation, but 
thoſe who from motives of charity and 
compaſſion gave me protection, I am now,. 


Charlotte, poſſeſſed of every bleſſing, 


which either fortune or friends can be- 
Now. I ſeem to be in a new: world, 


We have already had viſitors out of all 
number, I have been preſented to ſeveral 


of my new relations, I am careſſed by 


them with every mark of affection and 
eſteem. Whether this would have been the 


caſe, had I claimed that title, unadorned 


with the gifts of fortune, and in thoſe 


days when I really wanted their friendſhip, 


is not quite ſo clear, nor did I aſk them 
the queſtion, Our houſe, which I believe 
mamma told you was in Groſyenor-ſ{quare, 
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3s noble, and furniſhed in the moſt ele- 
gant taſte. Could I but enjoy all theſe 
bleſſings; - as does my good old Sarah, 1 
might be the happieſt creature in the 
world. She, good ſoul, is ſo delighted, 
ſo buſy in reviewing the many ſpacious 
apartments that were once ſo familiar to 


her, that I verily. believe ſhe will walk 


herſelf to death. Not a picture has EY 
moved, fince ſhe left the houſe, but ſhe 


at once perceives it, and is ſure to lament 


trifling; faying, it is a, ſign her dear 
lady has been fo long, abſent, but com- 
forts herſelf with the hopes that a little 
time will re-inſtate every thing in its 
former order. It will not be for want of 
her care and diligence if they are not, 


for never was any creature ſo buſtling 


and notable—in her own opinion I mean. 
Her days of labour are over, not only on 
the account of her age, but in return for 
her faithful ſervices. She is now meerly 
F4 a peice 
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a peice of ornamental furniture, and may 
be ranked in the number of thoſe family 
pictures, of which ſhe is ſo particularly 
fond, as to any real uſe, but may juſtly, 
like them, be valued for their antiquity. 
They revive in us alſo the pleaſing idea 
of thoſe friends they repreſent, and ſhe 
too brings daily to my remembrance, the 
careful and affectionate guardian ſhe was 
to me in my infant years. 

I know not whether the good lady 
will thank me for thus transforming her 
into a picture, tho I am convinced ſhe 
will not yet conſent to be hung up with 
the reft, ſhould I even tempt her with a 
frame of gold. You would be delighted 
to ſee how happy the good -creature is 
when I follow her in her progreſs through 
the rooms, and attend to the thouſand 
_ obſervations ſhe makes in each as we 
Pals. CO En, 
But adieu, Charlotte, write to me, I 
beſeech you, the moment you receive 
| | | ti 
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this. Need 1 beg you will be very par- 
ticular in whatever relates to my lovely, 
and juſtly adored Harry? 
As I ſhall write by this poſt to my 
dear Mrs. Bellmour, I will not trouble 
you with the thouſand anden e 
I have to ſay to her... 
| Believe me yours. 
CLARA BooTHBY: 
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To the SAME. 
H E hurry: and buſtle, of paying 
and receiving viſits, ' on our arrival 
im town, is now pretty well over, and we 
are ſettled in the moſt agreeable manner 

you can poſſibly conceive. My dear mo- 

ther's ideas of happineſs, Charlotte, are 
not confined to the dull round of infipid 
amuſements, ſo eagerly followed by the 
gay world in general : ſhe has an under- 
ſtanding too refined and highly cultivated, 
to be pleaſed with the impertinence and un- 
meaning parade of a crowded card room. 
Thoſe mixed and undiſtinguiſhed com- 
panies give her none of the agreeable ſen- 
ſations which ariſe from the delightful 
ſociety of a few well choſen and intimate 
friends, and ſhe is not, you may believe, 
Wea enough to | tacrifice her taſte for 
amuſe: 


A 
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amuſements truly rational, in compliance 
with the preſent cuſtom, however faſhi- 
onable; for that many do ſo, is moſt 
certain, as it is impoſſible all, who give 
up their time to ſuch frivolous diſſipations, 
can really prefer that life, but rather have 
not courage to appear ſingular, nor can 
bear to be accuſed of want of taſte. 
You may believe, ſentiments like theſe 
cannot but be highly agreeable to me, 
who have no taſte for any ſcheme of life 
but that, which will allow me ſome hours 
in the day that I may truly call my on. 
And tell me, Charlotte, if thoſe who live 
in the preſent mode, and have no Joy, 0 
but when in a crowd, and who are conti- 
nually flying from one ſcene of amuſe- 
ment to another all equally inſignificant, 
if properly examined and reflected on 
can they, Taſk, pretend to any ſuch pri- : 
vilege ?—Surely they cannot, for is not 
every moment of their lives dedicated to 
the fame dull round of naar enjoy- 
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ments And if, BY ine unforeſeen 
accident, a day, once in an age, fhould 
be thrown upon their hands, can any thing 
be more at a loſs in what manner to diſ. 


poſe of it ls it not certain that, on an 
occaſion ſo dreadfully- mortifying, they 


will ſend to the whole circle of their ac- 
quaintance, in hopes of meeting ſome 


others, who, by want of regulation in 


keeping their viſiting accounts, may 


reduced to the ſame forlorn condition? 
And if they ſucceed in their ſearch, 


what joy do they fly to the card- table, and 


by forming thus an extempore party, in 


ſome meaſure remedy the misfortune! 
But how diverting is their diſtreſs, if no 


ſuch remedy can be accompliſhed !—Ab- 


ſolutely at a loſs, and diſconcerted, they 


are out of temper, not only with them- 


| ſelves, but all who are ſo. unhappy as to 


be in their way. To read, is tireſome, 
eſpecially when not our voluntary choice, 
and that too, they perhaps leave as a te- 
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courſe for that irkſome and wofully te- 
dious day, Sunday, which, though it 
comes but once a week, is found, by 


rog 


mournful experience, tobeatleaſtaslongas | 


all the other ſix days put together —1 mean 
thoſe who are ſo pious, as to fcruple ſo 


innocent an amuſement on that day; and i 
am told there are really ſome people ſo ſu- 
perſtitious, even in this enlightened age. 


[ have already met with one inſtance of 
this weakneſs ſince I came to town. It 
was at a viſit we made the other day. 
The converſation happened to fall upon 
that ſubject, when an elderly perſonage, 
with en en as if eee, conſcious 
aſſured me, 3 50 next ee, tua for her 
part, ſhe. really thought. 1t extreamly 
wrong, as it was certainly ſetting: a very 


bad example. Were it not for this, in- 
deed—ſne -thqught. there would be 


 pothing. in „ 
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Do you comprehend the ſenſe of this 
reaſon, Charlotte ? I own I do not for 
5 it ane in itſelf not wrong, 
Wit can be ſaid to be ſetting a 
bad example, ſince it would EY be 
as innocent in thoſe that followed it, ag 
in thoſe Who %% ² ˙ A .. 
She confeſſed, indeed, her ſentiments 
reſolution were attended with ſome 


diſagreeable circumſtances, as the day, | 


by that means, appeared infinitely» 
tedious than it would otherwiſe do. But 
what diverted me moſt was, her rellin 8 
me, that to prevent it from 
lutely uſeleſs—wiſely obſerving that 
none of our time ought to be waſted, 
ſince life is ſo very uncertain— ſhe made 
it a rule to read all the new novels and 
other entertaining things, as ſhe. called 
them, that were publiſhed in the 
week, after ſhe had been at church in 
the morning by way of ſetting a good 
example, I fuppoſe — nothing more. 
A This 
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This ſhe abſolutely aſſured -me with great 


ſcriouſneſs, was her conſtant . regulation, 
and ſeemed to pique. herſelf nota little on 
her management, declaring ſne knew 


many ladies who never found time to look 


in a book through their whole lives. 

Pray tell me, if you can, Which is 
moſt pious, ſpending the Sunday in read- 
ing noyels—or in playing at cards? 
I fancy, Charlotte, N e wal 
puzzle you. 

Mrs. and Miſs 8 you may . 
were in the number of thoſe who came to 
congratulate me on my good 


Miſs Rowe is with me almoſt Cant? 26. 


She expreſſed great pleafure on finding 
me 10 happily ſituated, and is quite 0 
charmed with my dear mother, But 
could ſhe fail to be ſo, Charlotte: 2 for 


whoever was ſo infinitely amiable and _ 
fectly formed to pleaſee 


Colonel Jones, you may imagine, Was 
not forgot! in the courſe of our converſa- 
tion. 
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tion. A bluſh, that 1 fancy was eras; 
oned by the recollection of his adventure 
with a friend of yours, convinced me 
what I had heard was truth, and that, in 
ſpite of that affair, he had ftill no ſmall 
ſhare in her favour. As I have long for- 
given the honour he did me, I indulged 
her on a ſubject ſo agreeable, without 
pretending to a reſentment I no longer 
feel. I am too happy to retain any, and 
only wiſh he may be as fully ſenſible of 
his error, as I am ready to forget it. - 
We are next week engaged to go to 
fee Hampton-Court and Windſor. The 
kindeſt of mothers defired I would aſk 
Miſs Rowe to be of the party—ſhe goes 
of courſe. To night we go to Ranelagh, 
of which place I have formed very high 
ideas, from what I have heard of it; 
whether it will anſwer my expectation is 
uncertain. - From our expedition to 
Windſor, I am convinced I ſhall receive 
real pleaſure, | were it. only from ſeeing 
Ky 
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the delightful proſpetts the country never 5 
fails to afford at this beautiful ſeaſon; 75 
this at leaſt will charm me, whatever 1 
may think of the palace, paintings, &c. 
&c. which require, perhaps, more taſte 
than I am miſtreſs of, to admire their 
beauties with propriety and judgment; 
but thoſe ſcenes which are the productions 
of nature only, muſt ever pleaſe all thoſe 
whoſe taſte is not deprived. by artificial 
refinements, that only ſerve to deprive 
them of a thouſand e ICY NE # 
otherwiſe receive. „ | 
Our party, in our coach, MI 
Groſvener, Miſs Rowe, and your en 


| Mr. Mrs. and Miſs Vernon in theirs, with 


a Miſs Selby, who is on a viſit to that 


family. Our male conductors ride, having 


by that means not only an opportunity to 
diſplay their {kill in horſemanſhip, but 
allo their courage, in caſe we ſhould meet 
with any of thoſe knight-errants who 
amuſe themſelves by raiſing contributions 
on 
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_ on the road. 'Meſfieurs Beverly, Vemon, 
1X „ Thornton, and Egerton are deſtined to 
"that felicity. The firſt i is handſome, and 
has, by ſome unlucky means, diſcovered 
this misfortune. The next is ſon to the 
Vernon's above mentioned, and has very 
unpalitely taken for his own ſhare, that 
beauty which, if properly divided, might 
have very decently | ſerved , the whole 
family, who, to ſay truth, are in ſome 
want of it; his filter is, therefore, . you 
may ſuppoſe, no toaſt; tho I muſt do 
bim the juſtice to own, that, .could ſhe 
fall upon any method to exchange a, few 
features with him, he would, I believe, 
3. very readily make that facrifice to oblige 
1 her —conſequently no coxcomb. The 
. other two youths are, I fancy, pretty 
much in the common run of mortals, but 
I know little of them, as they are of the 
Vernon s acquaintance, I ſhall be able 
to give you a more particular, hiſtory. of 
them when I return, ſhouid 5 prove 
1 25 Von 
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'on, worthy the honour of being recorded by | 
to my pen. 

and Adieu, Charlotte, —1 dreſs 950 Rane- 
red lagh before dinner, and this ſcribbling 


has left me but one hour for that impor- 
ery tant affair; tho', I believe, it will do, as 1 
hat have not been accuſtomed to beſtow 


much time on that article. 
Farewell, my dear gil, if poſſible ler . 
me hear from you again before you leave 
| B—, Need I bid you be PROD — 
Once more adieu. bi 

| 3 Tours, 
Canned « Boornrry- 
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Miss CLARISSA Bm. 14% 
appeared on my firſt entrance, F muſt 
confeſs, I was rather inclined to find 


fault with chat ſameneſs Which muſt. 
appear to the eye, in ſvimming round and 


FR 


round the ſame ſpot for ſo many hours. 


The room IS, | however, not the leſs 
ſtriking and beautiful, md there is no 
abſolute neceſlity to ſtay longer chan 18 


agreeable. The muſick pleaſed 7 


greatly : I too, in defiance of taſte and 


faſhion, gaye ſome attention to the ſongs, 


and was enchanted with Miſs Brent's har- 


mony. Can any ching be more ridicu- 


lous than to fancy it ſnews a want of 


breeding or ſome other want, tho' I 
could not exactly learn what -in thoſe 
who liſten with any degree of pleaſure, 


or indeed at all, to that part of the enter- 


tainment ? And yet this TI found to be 


the 
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the general opinion. This, Charlotte, is 
one of thoſe refinements i in Le mT, 
of which I have no idea.” 

I had yeſterday a letter from Mrs, 
Bellmour, who laments your abſence in 
terms which ſhe knew would be highly 
e to me. Why, my dear friend, 
did you leave her ſo ſoon ?—Who will 
now tell me all thoſe thouſand things I 
wiſh to know concerning that place ? 
She ſays not one word of her amiable 
fon, for whom I continually ſuffer {6 
much uneafineſs. What will become of 
me, Charlotte ?—In vain I endeayour t to 
appear happy; can J really be ſo, con- 
vinced as I am of the miſery he endures? 
Tam determined to make a confidant of 
my amiable mamma. Will not the conſi- 
derations of his generous intentions in my 
favour, and the great obli gations 1 owe 

| — nr 


that family, and TOE in abi in. 
duce her to repay them, in ſome meaſure, 
by favouring his deſires? You know him, 


Charlotte. Need I bluſh to acknowledge 


for him that affection, eſteem and friend- 
ſhip, which no time or change of fortune 
can ever diminiſh ? Is he not worthy— 


infinitely worthy that or any other diſtinc- | 
tion? —Gratitude demands her conſent— 


can ſhe then, who has a heart ſo feeling, 


ſo perfectly tender, refuſe to obey its 
call? No, am convinced ſhe witl 


hear me with her uſual ſweetneſs and in- 


dulgence;/ and yet, Charlotte, I have not 


courage to diſcloſe to her this ſecret. A 
thouſand times have I watched for à fa- 
vourable moment, and no ſooner found 
it, than my reſolution. left me, nor could 


J utter one W. of what i is yet the oon. 
W tinual 
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he admires, 


mention his paſſion? 


* | . 5 \ 


not Enough. at eaſe to entertain me on any 
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other ſubject — will make 
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mother the ſentiment 
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cannot be exp 


mention the affair. Let me 
quer this diffidence, let me 
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this proof of my diſintereſted affection. 
His tenderneſs and conſtancy ſurely claim 

| this ſmall return —The next favourable. 

moment that offers ſhall determine my . 

fate Happineſs or miſery, Charlotte, 

depend on the anfwer I ſhall receive.— 

Judge then, what are my emotions when- 

| ever I attempt to mention an affair of ſuch. 

| | importance! Let me add too, the future 
8 1 peace of my amiable Harry reſts alſo on 
ber determination. Can I then heſitate ? 
Shall an unneceſſary delicacy prevent 

my making him this return for all the 

obliging aſſiduity with which he has ever 
treated me, to whom every hour of his | 
life has been dedicated, from my very 


Wh fancy ?—Yes, my lovely, * conſtant 


Harry, I will entreat her with every 
i ne argument; all my eloquence 
Vor. „ %%% ĩͤ 
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ſhall be exerted to move her heart; * 
know it is ever ready to ſympathize with 
the woes of others ſurely then ſhe will | 
not be deaf to my prayers —0, Char- 
lotte, what are all the trifling pleaſures of 
life, when compared to the friendſhip and 
eſteem of a man, ſo infinitely amiable as 


— 


1 

Py 
— — 
. 


your agreeable friend? To me they are 
nothing—all meer vanity and vexation of 
ſpirit, unleſs enlivened by his engaging 
preſence; then, no ſcene, however in it- 
ſelf inſipid or dull, can fail to give me 
pleaſure. Theſe, and a thouſand other 
in tereſtin g conſiderations ſhall give me 


courage to keep the reſolution I have 
made, „ | | , 

I» þ Adieu, L am ſent for. Mrs. and Miſs 
Vernon are with my mother. To-mor- 


row we go to Windſor; they are come, 
W 3 
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1 7 
I ſuppoſe, to ſettle. the preliijiilel of 
that affair. If our tour proves agreeable 
it will enable me to make ſome amends 
for the ſize and en of this. Adieu, 
my dear friend. 


You rs 
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are pleaſures that afford a real ſatisfaction; 


LETTER: Lv. 
"To Fs SAME 


\HE moſt enchanting tour, Charlotte, 


that you can poſſibly conceive! 
Heavens! what a delightful proſpect Is. 
that from the noble terrace at Windſor! 
I am till in raptures when I. recall the 
pleaſing idea of that, as well as thoſe others 


we ſaw, during our agreeable excurſion, 


Why are you not a ſtranger to them, 
that I might, for an age, expatiate on 


their thouſand beauties? T hough, I fear, 


whatever impreſſion they have made on 


my imagination, my deſcription would 


have given you but a very imperfect no- 


tion of their inimitable charms. T heſe 


it 


Xz 


Miss CLARISSA B— ws 
ir is impoſſible not to be delighted wich 
them; for my part 1 was happy beyond 
deſcription, and ſighed from my heart on 
entering again the dull and ſmoaky town, 


after enjoying the freſh breezes of the 


country. What are the pleaſures we re- 


ceive here? None that are really ſuch, I 
poſitively affirm. Can even Ranelagt+ 


elegant as it is, be compared to a ramble 


in the noble park at Windſor ? Only i ima- 
cine the ſame company aſſembled in that 
delightful place, and tell me if they 
would not experience infinitely more 


pleaſure than when crowding each other 


and parading it in one continued round 


in a confined room. Would not their 


ideas be more elevated with the chearful 
proſpects around them there, where they 


might walk with freedom and eaſe, than 


Sx they 


126 Tur HISTORY op | 

they can poſſibly be in that buſtle and 
confuſion, where there is ſcarce room to 
breathe : ? No doubt of it—nor would ir 
be found, in that ſituation, a taſk ſo di- 
ficult to ſpin out converſation for an 
hour or two, as it ever is in thoſe parties, 
What can be more inſipid than that one 
is generally entertained with on thoſe oc - 
caſions? Do not the beaus, however 
ſmart their perſons may be, appear in 
general abſolutely at a loſs, and puzzled 
in what manner to entertain thoſe belles 
that have honoured them with their com 
pany ? And the ladies too, whatever 
ſprightlineſs they may endeavour to aſſume 
in their looks and manner, and however 

they may appear delighted with their 

_ agreeable chat (for of this every one 
would perſunge: another) I am convinced 
fre. 


Miss CLARIS SA B—. 127 
frequently indulge 2 yawn under the 
ſhade of that fan which their ſwains are 
convinced is only to preſerve them from 
the danger of their too powerful ſmiles. 
Jes Charlotte, I am perſuaded a fan 
ſerves as often to conceal the one as the 
other. Nay, it cannot be otherwiſe z for 


dulneſs and ſtupidity muſt ever be the 


conſequence of thoſe diverſions, where 
agreeable converſation muſt give place to 
the ſmall talk and common · place chat 
calculated meerly for thoſe mixed crowds. 
Let them wander at liberty and eaſe, in 
the delightful country, and they will no 
longer be ſubje& to that dearth of ſenti- 
ment they now- labour under. Nature, 
every where, in thoſe rural ſcenes, affords 
ſo great a variety of beauties - to engage 
our attention, that they muſt be dull in- 
2:64 7 ˙Ä 
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-& ed who cond hots find 3 at | 
A loſs for W ideas on which to con- 


verſe with ſpirit. 


Our party was a Sk 05 what I aſſert: . 


never were people more gay and lively, 


every one ſeemed animated with new life, 


Miſs Rowe was in raptures, and i is again 


relapſed 1 into her fondneſs for the country, | 
he gentlemen, who but the evening be- 

fore, were diſtreſſed beyond meaſure for 
ſomerhing to ſay to us worth hearing, 

mean — no. found ſo great a flow of lan- 
guage, ſo many agreeable things to utter, 
that our. hearts were in the utmoſt danger, 
No wonder love is almoſt totally confined 
to the country, it is there only the tongue 


is inſpired with eloquence. Had this 
party been by any misfortune prevented, 
5 ſhould never, I am perſuaded, have 


ca 
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been able to captivate the heart of - Mr. 

Vernon, Who, during that expedition, 

found himſelf inſpired with ſo many new 
and generous ſentiments, that he, with 
amazing tenderneſs, | aſſured me it was 
wholly mine; confeſſed he was aſhamed 
of having ſo long deprived i it of true feli- 
city, conſcious as he was, it could receive 
none from thoſe diſſipations it had till now 


been continually doomed. to ſuffer, was 


now convinced that love, when confined 
to one amiable object, was the moſt 
_ pleaſing paſſion the heart is formed to en- 
joy; and ſeeing in me, I ſuppoſe, every 
perfection neceſſary to compleat. the faid 
object, he determined to reward it at once 
for all its paſt mortifications. 


Very unfortunate, Charlotte, chat of 
have no room for this heart of his l It is: 
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really a thouſand pities, his £ rſt 


* have been ſo very unlucky! ſhould my 
dear mamma — which heaven forbid, 


however —reject my lovely Harry, I muſt, | 


I believe, in meer compaſſion, take it 
under my care, and not ſuffer it to wan- 


der again at; large through the world, as 
it has hitherto done. But what can I do, 


Charlotte! ? there is not the leaſt corner 
of mine that is not already filled with | 
the i image of my engaging Harry, and! 
cannot in juſtice diſlodge a gueſt fo lovely, 
2 make room for one almoſt a ſtranger. A 
We were three days on our tour, 


and there wanted only one circumſtance 
to make it compleatly eee, I 
ſay what that was? * 
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and no doubt it will be his laſt—ſhould 
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The two Wurd! 1 denten gare no 
proofs of any extraordinary genius, but 


8 
5 
13 7 
F 
'Þ 
1 


were agreeable enough one muſt not 
expect to find ellmour's « on every occa- 
ſion. Miſs Vernon, 1 told you, was not 


handſome, nor, can 1 fay ſhe is bleſſed 
with the moſt engaging diſp ition. Na- 2 
ture has really been very partial to the 
ſon of this family, determined, I ſuppoſe, 
rather to compleat one, than, by 
dividing her gifts, make two indifferent. | 
 Civility, however, might, I think, have 1 
induced her to ſhew more favour to the 
fair one. I do not ſay ſhe is very diſa- 
greeable, but upon the whole, there wants 
that pleaſing manner fo deſirable, and 
which is as often found in thoſe who are 
not handſome as in thoſe that are; for it 
is certainly not a ſet of features or- om. 
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5 plexion that will ever form the agreeable 


friend and companion 3. ON the contrary, 7 
we find it but too ſeldom. in thoſe. who 
are born to be that envied ching a beauty. 


1 will ſpare you the many wiſe reflections 
1 might draw from this very pertinent re- 


mark, and leave you to comment upon 


4 when you want a ſubject for meditation. 
4 They would be loſt on you, Who have re- 5 
cCeived fo many favours from nature, 
both in mind and perſon. | 1 do not often, 

Charlotte, ſay ſuch violently civil things, 


| however true, but the contraſt between 


Miſs Vernon and you led me naturally to 


make the remark, and as my pen is ever 


ready to do you juſtice, I; for once, in- : 


dulged i it on its favourite theme. 


We were laſt night at Mrs. Vernon 85 
1 thaw was a rear deal of company, and 


cards 
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cards of courſe: { My mother, ho 
has no parties of that ſort herſelf, was too. 
polite not to oblige them, by making up 
the ſet. I, you may believe, exeyſed 5 2 
myſelf : Miſs Vernon and two. or. \thiee _—— 
others kept me in countenance. We - * 
amuſed ourſelves tolerably by looking \ 
over the players, and obſerving the dif- 
ferent emotions they expreſſed, as they 
won or loſt. Is it not amazing, that : 
people can find any degree of pleaſure in 
What evidently gives them ſo much pain 3 


and anxiety ? I wiſh [ could fo far i im. 
prove the game as to introduce an addi- 
tional card into the pack, on which, in- 
ſtead of an ace or a knave, for inſtance, 
I would have printed this device, Thou 
lhalt not covet thy neighbours goods.” 

I will try, Charlotte. As J do, not play, 1 
21 
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— 


may & well amuſe myſelf with this inven- 
tion. Don't at think it would ** * 


3 great amendment: 2 


a” 


L We were joined . two young glaies, 
Who! cathe to viſit Mi : 


Vernon. Their 
| appearance pleaſed me the moment I ſaw 


them; there was an Elegance 1 in their 1 
; and manner that charmed We. F hough 


their dreſs was not ſo rich as ſome others 


| in the room, * Was infinitely the moſt 


genteel. Their ornaments were meer 
trifles, but put on With great taſte, and 


their perſons are perfectiy W 


Their name is Murray. 


I was a good deal ſurpriſed to obſerve E 


: Mig Vernon's manner of receiving them, 
| in which there was a kind of diſagreeable | 


familiarity that I feared mult give them 


pow. Mrs. Vernon too . paid 


Miss CLARISSA = 135 
| leſs relpe® 10 them, than to her other 
viſitors. I immediately joined them, and 
was as · much pleaſed with their converſa- 
tion as 1 had before been by their appear- : 
ance. J was impatient to know who 1 
they were, and took the firſt opportunity 5 
to aſk Miſs Vernon, who told me, with 


* 


the utmoſt indifference, they were daugh- 
ters of a gentleman with whom her father 
had long been acquainted. A very good 
kind of man, ſhe believed, but of little 
or no fortune, though of a good family. 8 
As for his ſenſe, you may judge by his 

daughters, whom you ſee he has brought = 
up perfectly fine ladies, tho* he cannot ; U g 
give them a ſingle ſhilling, as what little | 
he has muſt go to the ſon who is an En- 
ſign in a regiment of foot. Is it not ri- 
diculous, my dear, added ſhe, to ſuffer 


* 
+ 


56 TAE HISTORY. or 


them to dreſs as they do? It 39: true 


they are ingenious enough, and I below 
are their own n milliner, 'or they could 


| never afford it. What a ridiculous pride 
thus. to mix with People of fortune, 


ſince they cannot partake ! in their expen- 


_ five diverſions ! ! This was enough- to ſa- 


| tisfy my curioſity, and to convince me of 
her ungenerous ſentiments. 


— 


Do you not deſpiſe them, Charlotte, 
and with me admire the amiable ſiſters, 
as well as that character the haughty 
Miſs Vernon was obliged, in juſtice, to 
give them? You may believe I did not 


from this account treat them with leſs re- 


ſpect; on the contrary, J begged they 


; would give me the honour of their com- 


pany the following Monday, as I was 
1 then to have the e of Miſs Ver- 
non's,. 


"i 


Mrs CLARISSA B=, 17 


non 85 whom I deſired to do me the . 


vour to bring them with her. She pro- 


miſed, wondering I ſuppoſe at my lo 
taſte, I am convinced I ſhall receive 
great pleaſure from their acquaintance. 


How dreadful are the effects of this 


falſe pride! FT hink, Charlotte, what 
muſt be the feelings of minds, delicate as 
theirs, to find themſelves neglected by 


thoſe who. have no gther perfection on 
which to value themſelves but 


riches, while they are bleſſed with every 5 


other, but this vile money! All their 


amiable qualities are overlooked; they 


have no fortune, and conſequentiy no 
claim to that reſpect and attention ſo 
readily paid to all, however unworthy, 
who are poſſeſſed of that bleſſing. 

Several of the gentlemen obſerved | 
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| : | when they were gone, that chk. were fine 


women, and afſke J Mrs, Vernon who they 
were, She, without taking her eyes 


Bom her e laid, Ves they are good 
fine girls. Poor things, It is a pity 
they have no fortune They. are daugh- 
ters to Mr. Murray, whom you have 


ſeen here; and continued n 125 1 
| the utmoſt compoſure. hy 


Adieu, Charlotte, rejoiĩce en me 


7 45 we have minds above this vile pride, 


and can diſtinguiſh merit, however circum- 


ſtanced. I long for the — of 5 | 


Nb new friends. 


Tours 


„ 5 Crank Boornsy: | 
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with great reſpect, begged the honour of 


70 


- 


' Wit 


h 


renewing 


one muſt have a 
be touched 


* 


cn q , n ä * nr 22 « 
P 3 or 4 A * * ach . F je $37 i» -— 9 PCR ILEESL EIFS 
. * 5 "I " af 199 3 N 0 2 9 25 SF g Sx r 3 N . ah 2 A * <0 ; — A 
, * . + N 5 5 K . : ik 2 > . FFF r 
1 * 5 * n « 1 1 ? g 2 J — „ - N n 8 E 
Y — \" ME RAE rern 4 „ EULER e 2 — * N . a p 
* no. v6 r * S . Narr wo - 5 5 — q N > 
1 — os eh Rog —— x * 94, bs bv * P 4 
1 * " - nn . — — N od N of 3 * , : = 
i nr Fd rt R AER 2 * : s Fg 7 4 . 
F » 
g | . 5 ** A 
CY . 5 > 
: " 7 . * 
5 - # 


er 
— e „ 


3 2 NN n 6 
: rene GL 
EPS AEDT ST rae ee 
, 4 


— 


140 Tur HISTORY. or 


ther, which, you know, * told us was 
begun at Paris on her way to England, 
and in the moſt elegant terms made her a 
thouſand congratulations on the recovery 
of her nnen ſuch a daughter, 
2 Charlotte there was no doing her 
| beauties juſtice, you may believe, tho i it 
was. attempted, and I thought with tole- 


| rable ſucceſs. He beſtowed a million of 


compliments upon me, juſt imported 1 
from Paris, having left that polite * 7 


only a week or ten days. J 
1 hope, Lady Boothby, faid 1 you ” 
hors not forgot the promiſe you made me 


when I had laſt the honour of ſeeing you? 


1 


Did you not declare I. ſhould be the 

guard of your lovely daughter, if ever 

you was ſo happy as to recover her and, 

if her heart was diſengaged, that I ſhould 
. BY 


Mes CLARISSA Br 147: 
be permi itted to chooſe for her a man, wor- 
thy to poſſeſs that ineſtimable bleſſing? 
Are you Rill, my Lady, inclined to. 
honour me with ſo invaluable a charge? 
She aſſured him he ſhould have full pans 
er to diſpoſe of me as he pleaſed, as ſhe - 
was s perfectly ſenſible of his taſte and 
judgment, and convinced ſhe muſt ap- 
prove any gentleman he ſhould 2 make 
choice of, and made no doubt but Clara 
would think herſelf particularly happy in 
having a lover of his recommending. On: 
my aſſuring him 1 would in that affair 
truſt with pleaſure to his diſcernment, 
be declared I might from chat moment 
look upon myſelf as diſpoſed of, ſince he 
was determined to loſe no time, but 
would immediately make ſome man hap- 
Py by the ineſtimable gift he bad e 
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to beſtow. The only remaining difficulty 
he feared would be to find one worthy 
to receive a treaſure ſo inexpreſſibly love- 
E ty. But pardon me, Chralotte, if I do 
| not attempt to repeat the many flattering 
ſpeeches he was pleaſed to make on the 
| occaſion ; for, however ungrateful it 
may appear, it is moſt certain J have for- 


got one half of them. 


I Qwas in great hopes he would have 

thought himſelf as worthy that amazing 
5 felicity as any other, and was putting on 
L all my ſmiles, to receive the hand I ex- 
pected he would that moment offer me, 


but found myſelf miſtaken. He has not 


yet avowed his paſſion in form, though 

a few days muſt produce this declaration, A 
as I have made a moſt violent wound in 
+ heart, or Iam much deceived. Alas! 


poor 


lit 


2. Y i 1 
. 
* * 
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poor Harry! a title has, T find, a thou- 
{and charms I never was before enable 
of. How amazed the good folks at 
B— vill be, to ſee me ſail in upon them 
in full pomp, as Lady Courtney I am 
charmed, Charlotte, with the idea. What 
ſay you? I always told you Sir William' 8 
return would make that place all life and 
gaiety, and this ſcheme will be no unlike- 
ly means to render it ſo. How little 
does the good gentleman dream, that 5 
am ſo well acquainted with my country 
ſeat, that is to be; or that! it was ſo very 
near his manſion this paragon of beauty 
was concealed! for you may believe, this 
is a ſubject too mortifying to be touched 
upon on every occaſion, and he too po- 
lite to enquire minutely into my ſecret 
hiſtory. That ſo invaluable a jewel is 
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| ed ſeems perfectly to ſatisfy both 
his curioſity and deſires, which is, you 


| : may perhaps gueſs, full as much as I 
wiſh he ſhould be acquainted with, 


Never was heart in more imminent dan- 


ger, than his that night, for I ſung, Char- 
| lotte,- and played till he was undone— 


quite in extacy. O there was no reſiſting 


ſo many attractions It was too much— 
100 much for any man en earth, In | 
ſhort, I am either to bleſs him, or 6 
other fwain with my fair hand in a few 
days. Such accompliſhments, ſo many 


graces, muſt be beſtowed on ſomebody 


at all events; who, is not yet determined 
- —but happy,—thrice—n ay ſuperlatively 
happy will that man be, who is deſtined 


to ſuch enviable felicity. —N othing like 


going to Paris, Charotie, to learn agree 
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angel creature. 1 really am —no notion 
ni che world that I Was ſo 1297 

charming. — Alas ! 


you have, with, all your 3 ä elo 


which were viſible at the firſt glance to 
irer. It i PM! a thouſand Pities 
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am going to take an airing wi 
in Hyde-Park; when 1 return, you ſhall . 
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yet painful contents given to" my late flow 
of ' ſpirits! O my amiable, my gene! 


5 N on 3 0 VB Tympa 


"4 
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only live for 
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eſteem I dave, and ever muſt feel for 
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him. 0 let me aſſure him of my un- 


KB cons 


changeable affection, let me tell him, 1 


wholly his, and can never know ano her 


* 


love.— Tes, Charlotte, 3 me HE 
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14 


this conſolation, | 


return for all his Waden h 
How different from my preſent, were 


the emotions in which 1 begun this letter! 
my vanity has indeed received a che! 
that has effectually | aniſhed all 
trifling levity, in which T't 
myſelf. 1 laſh ro think 
forget F 
moment en fares. .- Farewel, 
your amiable 
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to write 


you will not blame me 
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Oy heart, with ſome of thoſe ſoft 


and tranquility, and left only that kind 
of ſerene compoſure ſo perfectiy agreea- | 


_ pleaſure. I was ſinging with great ten- 


Jon's, ſo perfectly ſuited to the ideas en 
5 which my heart was then meditating, | 
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LETTER Lv. 
10 the” SAME. | od E 


Sat 30 this morning « at my 4 
chord, indulging my melancholy and | 


plaintive airs, which are ever ſo pleaſing, 


when our ſpirits are depreſſed and dull Th 
they inſenſibly reſtored my mind to peace 


ble, and from which we receive ſo much | 


derneſs thoſe plaintive words of Thom- 


For ever, fortune, wilt thou prove, 995 fo 


An unrelenting foe to love, 1 in; 
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Come in between, and bid us part? 


%* 


And when we 
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The air is ſoft and extreamly well ain. 
ed to the words, and thoſe you will al-- 
low as much ſo to the ſituation of my 
affairs. I was: thus. earneſtly and harmo- 
mouſly making. my complaints againſt 
that fickle Goddeſs, which muſt 7 
melted her heart, were ſhe not as deaf as 
ſhe is blind, when ſomebody tapped me 
on the ſhoulder and made me ſtart. I 
turned haſtily to ſee who had thus diſtur- 
bed my ſober meditations, and behold, 
Charlotte, my. new flame, Sir William! 

He had ſent to inform my mother 
that he intended himſelf the honour of. 
waiting on her and his lovely ward, be- 
fore he left tow n. He came, a and on be- 


ing told I was at my barpſichor , inſiſted 
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on being permitted to ſurpriſe me it the 4 
nner have related. Extacy . 


gallant. IN 
and rapture, you may believe, Was the 


conſequence, and many witty things were 


ſaid on the choice I had made of my ſong. 


1 aſſured him the air was. my only induce- 


ment, and that 1 fung the; lines without 
cot 


believed they were but too well ſuited to 


the caſe of many in this prudent age, 
ted with fo very 
d fo frequently proved 4 


when fortune was inveſt 
| much authority, an 
an obſtacle to the feliciry of thoſe, wha 


preſume to diſpoſe of their hearts without 


IT her goddeſship i in their choice. 


Whatever others might have ſuffered 2 


1 from her e, he alſured me, it 


* 
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fidering in the leaſt the ſubject on 
which they were wrote, but confeſſed, „ 
ſince he had made me obſerve them, „ 
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ſhould leave his heaft as an hoſtige to 
enſure” his return, which, on my mother's 
_ invitation, is to be to-morrow at dinner, 

M.iſs Rowe came in the moment he 
left us, and ſtayed with me the remain- 
der of the day. In the afternoon came 
miſs Vernon and the miſs Murrays. 
They are perfectly amiable, Charlotte, 
and have, I am perſuaded, made many 


juſt reflections on the follies of a miſ. 
Judging world, tho” it is no very eaſy taſſe 
do acquire ſo great a ſhare of philoſophy, 


as not to be affected with the ſights and 


mortifying neglects thoſe are born to ſuf- 
fer, whoſe good qualities are not embel- 
Jiſhed with rank and fortune. It is no 
doubt owing to cheſe reflections they have 
learned to think ſo juſtly. Affluence and 
proſperity are not ſo likely to teach us 


* 
7 5 
N 
* 


that 1 ledon, as are alfliction and 
diſappointment. I have b begged the 


favour me with their company often; 


bey are perfectly ingenious, and have pre- i 
miſed to aſſiſt me in finiſhing. chat piece ö f 
of work, which I am aſhamed to tell you, * 
Charlotte, is juſt | in the ſame condition it - | | 
was when it had laſt the honour of 1 
admired by you at B. FE” 4 
Mr. Vernon called upon us in his way | | [1 


to Ranelagh, and uſed many arguments 
to prevail on us to break up our female 5 b 
party, and allow him the honour of =_ 
our conductor to that place. His propo- Mii 
ſal was, however, unanimouſly rejected, | 
and the youth, after expreſſing, in the 
moſt moving terms, his diſappointment, 1 
was obliged, much againſt his inclination, . | 
no doubt, to ſet off without that happi- 
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but by a moſt troubleſome a and 3 


road. How many weary ſteps | have I "\ 
ready taken, and yet find my! elf as far 
from the completion of. my defires, 'on 
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one intereſting particular I mean, as when 
I firſt ſet out on my travels! Nothing 
but the promiſe my ever amiable mother 


inclina- | 


has made me, never to force m. 
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tions, could make me write to you with. 
air which, but 
for that indulgence, would by this time | 


this compoſure on an 
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have made me incapable of writing g at all. 
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Bt Yes, Chaloue, had ſhe inſiſted on wy 
compliance 1 f ſhould. have died with grief, 
after having flattered myſelf that ſhe would 
hear with pleaſure the ſuit of my amiable . 
Harry. Heavens! how little does he 
Know the trial my conſtancy is going to | 
| ſuffer Bur let me tell you, chat you 
wap, in ſome meaſure, judge of my fears, 
and the too great reaſon 1 have to make 


all theſe ſober reflections. 

Sir William, I told you, Was to | dine / 
with us the following day. He came 
= above an hour before the uſual time, and 


as 1 was not obliged to appear before 
dinner, 1 choſe rather to indulge myſelf | 
„ that hour in finiſhing a book 1 had 

g 1 5 began, which had very agreeably amuſed 
4 My mother received him—but ah, 
Charlotte, how ſhocked and amazed. 
Was 
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more than uſually do, =D 
. moſt of his dit 38 


1 reaſon to 

verſed in 
on; they were, however, various, 
that I own: I thought. at. the time, 


extent. of my Know- 155 
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meaned to 


id not altoge- = 


7 and 
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ther enjoy the ſcrutiny 3, 5 but this idea „ 


ſoon vaniſhed, nor returned again till he 


was gone, but what followed then clearly 
5 me; that was really his deſigg. 
He has abſolutely made propoſals, Char- 1 
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he had promiſed to ne rr ak £4 5 
mother aſſured him nothing would 855 
her more pleaſure than to be allied wats 
| family, but ſweetly. added it was my 
choice only that muſt determine the young 
gentleman 8 fate, bay the bad 5 
tenderneſs for her Clariſſa ever to do the 
leaſt violence to her inclination in a point 
that ſo very nearly concerned her future 
peace and felicity. This, he Hts 


was ee his own. ſentiments, and, 
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= aſpired to, yet hoped his nephew would | 


be at leaſt as much * i not more, than 
het, $46 


This, Charlotte, is the 5 af 


| their converſation, , as my dear mother 


told me, and I am deſired by her to re- 
Mn cieve his viſit, with all that politeneſs que 
to him, as Sir William's relation. It was 
entirely to oblige him the bad conſented | 
to his requeſt, and aſſured me, ſhe never 


would give me a moment's pain. on that 


account, but if J found him agreeable, 
her conſent was ready, if not, no Perſua- 
ſions ſhould induce her to break the 2 


miſe ſhe then made. 
Could I refuſe to oblige her 2—Why 


5 IR ſhould I be diſtreſſed Let me ra- 


ther rejoice at this opportunity to prove 


; my ſincerity to my lovely Harry. The 
moment this viſit is over I will acquaint 
her 
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her with the ſecret of my heart—F am 


now convinced ſhe will not forbid 
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hopes, as I never, till now, was ſo well 
aſſured of her ſentiments in this im or- 


tant affair. Vet why delay a moment? 
chere cannot be one more fayourable than 
the preſent. 
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will open my heart to this amiable 
ther, and doubt not ſhe will hear me with 
her uſual ſweetneſs on this ſubject, that has 
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e 
yet found utterance. e uns Wit; 
Adieu, my friend, this hour will be 
the moſt important of my life. Wiſh. 
me ſucce 1 
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ſo very often been on my lips, 


in my negociation, ſince the 
happineſs of your favourite Harry, and 
that of your Clariſſa, d dends upon it. 
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for the many obligations 1 have recei- 
ved, but ſuch as it 1s, | Charlonee, if he 


VC 
- 2 
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| OY 
| will deign to accept it, | it awaits him. 
| Never, till this bleſſed moment, did I 


begin to liye— never did I experience 
the extent of that felicity this world can 
beſtow, No more let me ſay there are 
none perfe&t—I recall the ungrateful 
aſſertion, for am I not at this inſtant, by 
ſweet experience, conyinced of my error? 
I have not a wiſh remaining—my ut- 
moſt ambition is fatisfied. O congratu- 
late me, my friend, partake i in my joy, 
as you have long done in my affliction. 
Adieu. —I fly to deliver my generous 
lover from that deſpair he has too long 
endured. —Heavens ! Charlotte, what Will 
be his tranſports on reading my unhoped 


for epiſtle! ? What emotions will it not. 
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Sir William”: 8 viſit, and that of his ne- 
phew. Should 1 unfortunately be as 
agreeable 1 in his opinion, as I have the 
Honour to be in that of his uncle, I ſhall 
be extreamly ſorry for the effect of my 
charms, as my refuſal cannot fail to dif- 
pleaſe him, convinced 4 he is of his ne- 


phew 's perfections. Yet, Charlotte, FE te 
48 a mortification he is doomed to ſuffer t! 
— on that condition Ir mean. | 115 18, how- | B 
ever, a thouſand chances to one, whether x] 
the youth will find in me all thoſe ama- V 
Zing beauties, thoſe innumerable accom- q 
Pliſhments which his uncle has diſcoyer- 8 
ed. I rather flatter myſelf he has before 0 
5 now found them all in ſome ther fair u 
one, Whoſe heart has, * hope, male 1 tl 
grateful return. Thus is, in all human X 
Probability, the caſe, and * ſwain is : 1 l 
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very ſincerely. wiſh i the latter may bs the 
caſe, whatever mortification I may recieye, 
from being ce convinced my charms are not 
fo very irref ſtible as the gallant Sir 
liam endeavoured to perſuade: me. Had 
I been obliged to receive this viſit during | F 
my former ſuſpence, 1 W I nee have 5 
been in no fears, as the dejeE *Eti 
ſpair that would then have veel 021 
my countenggce, muſt, I think, have 
a his heart in perfect ſafety, by 
g totally eclipſed thoſe few graces I 
am really poſſeſſed of. At lis in- 
- deed they reign in full power. We d 
Adieu, my dear girl. What would I 
-give, that you could be a witneſs to the 
ſcene that is ſoon to be e 1 
n think it would divert you e 
e ee eee 
„„ "Thank Boornpy. 
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ſuade myſelf that I ought in gratitude to 
attempt it and one would not, you 
know, Charlotte, be ungrateful —Well 
then, this amiable conſideration ſhall pre- 
vail, I will endeavour to convince. his 
heir, that the choice his prudent unc 


had made for him, is no ed eh — a a ba 


taſte. 
Fa rewel—you ſhall know, when this 
: viſe i is over, the extent of my power.— 
Now for the labours of the toilet—and 
then for conqueſt. It is for the very laſt 
time, Charlotte, ever after my taſte in 
this, as well as every thing elſe, ſhall be 
regulated by that of 195 amiable a 
Adieu. : 1 
| Cana Boornar, 
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Heavens ! my dear Charlotte, what 
a ſcene! I have fo many thouſand 
amazing things to tell you, that I find it 
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manner to begin. It is not in che power 

of language to deſcribe to you my aftoniſh- 

ment, nor will you, I am convinced, have 1 
faith ſufficient to credit what I am going 
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to relate. 1 never ſhall, 1 am perſuaded, —_— 
recover from my unſpe kable ſurprize— —_— 


it is impoſſible I ever mould nor is it in 
the leaft more likely, I ſhould ever | 
words to explain to Wust the very extraor- 
dinary occaſion of it. 

what a viſit !- 
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to gratify your curioſity, which is, 1 doubt 


not, raiſed to as high a mas as my amaze- 


ment. „ | . | 


& 


1 left you to go id 1areſs, i in order to 


receive Sir William, and the ſwain he had 
deſtined to the honour, of my hand, and, 


as I had threatened, had armed myſelf 


with every killing charm I was poſſeſſed 
of. No pains were ſpared on the occa- 
fion, and, on conſulting my glaſs, I had 
no very great reaſon to be diſpleaſed with 
the figure it preſented to my view. The 
care and trouble I had beſtowed, were 


not altogether i in vain. 1 repaired. to the 
drawing room, that I might be ready to 


receive the intended victim, and with 
great compoſure, fat meditating on his 


an 


inevitable doom. That 1 might not, 
however, N * ſo o deeply engaged 5 
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in my cruel purpoſe, I had taken up my 
guitar, and found myſelf in no danger 
of diſpleaſing Sir William by the ſolem- 
nity of my harmony, as my mind was it BY 
that time diſpoſed to agree perfectly kl,” _— a 
with his lively taſte. A rap at the door = 
informed me of their approach. 1 juſt 1 ſt ; 
5 ſtepped to the glaſs, to ſee if my ſmiles | 1 bf 
were in readineſs, and again, with affect- 
ed eaſe, took my ſeat, and continued play- y 
ing. In a moment the door opened, a 
—0O heavens ! Charlotte what were my 
emotions, on ſeeing Sir William enter, 
accompanied by the angelick, and more 5 
than ever lovely, Harry Bellmour ! His 1 
ſurpriſe was viſibly as great as mine. He 
was no ſooner convinced his ſenſes did not | 
deceive him, than he ſtopped, and ga- 
ing on me with pg tranſport — - | 
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and amazement, exelaimed Heaven and = 
earth! what do I ee? Is it poſſible, that 


in this ſo much dreaded fair one, I ſhould 


meet my adored, my tenderly beloved 


Clariſſa? He came forward, with looks 
of infinite tenderneſs, but no ſooner did 


he touch my hand, than a ſickneſs chat 
inſtant ſeized my heart; my ſenſes were 


over- powered, my joy, my ſurpriſe, was 
too much, and but for my ſalts, I muſt 
have fainted. I recovered with the ut- 


moſt difficulty, and then found Sir Wil- 
liam -in the greateſt diftreſs, blaming 


_ himſelf every moment for the pain he had 
given me by the ſurpriſe.— but Oh! 
Charlotte, who can deſeribe the tranſport | 
that filled my heart, to find at my feet 
the dear, the amiable Harry, who, with 
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and then to me, as TN ſon, and the iden- 
tical perſon he once thought Proper: to 
mention as his nephew. This, you may 
believe, put it abſolutely out of our 
power to form any idea of what Was to 
follow. Till then I had concluded, that | 
my letter had occaſioned this viſit, and | 
that Sir William, having been at B=-, | 
his father had told him the affair, which 
had determined him to think no more of | 
introducing his nephew, inſtead of whom | 
he had brought Harry to town with him, 1 
deſiring to be a witneſs of our interview. 
| This was my opinion of the affair, and 
very natural it mould be fo, till I conſi-· 
dered that it was impoſſible he could 
have got my epiſtle for want of time, and 
which, in 9 he had not, and conſe- 
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quently, his ſurpriſe was, if poſſible, IM 


greater than mine ys 

Yes, my dear Charlotte, this amiable 
Harry is no longer the ſon of Mr. Bell- 
mour, but the juſtly beloved ſon and heir 
of Sir William' Courtney, and this too, 


without any very incredible miracle, what- 
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ſelf, tis for him he pleads ; can I be cru- 


el, and reject his ſuit? 
What remains to be told of this amaz- 
ing hiſtory, ſhall be the ſubject of another 
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as a ſabje& for your meditations ; till 
thewabes, Ws 
CLarissa BoorHRRBVY. 


4 
— Imre wy 7 bogs 9 2 
— — 2 ——— or 
Cn ITY 
—— 


— 
es —— 
— 


8 N e 
— . ee Sangre rates Ione 
— 
e 


— — — ] 5 YR a rr on ae ws rs 


: „„ 8 r 4 bag ry Fil 
— Cp £4) Er — ee eren 0 8 
* 0 ne JIE; HA LS > CY 22k 2% 4”, , 

n ALL W * 1 5 * 8 

8 N 


1 : | 
* Ld i 
9 
5 : "4! f 
1 E T 1 
* 0 12 . a , 
Y * Kb 1 } 5 


— y Tron! 
wich * * 


* 2 4:6 Bk W * 
Ne n t. 
— <T = 

8 


4 — 
— 
. * 


n 


5 Tur HIST ORY or 


LETTER IXI. 


F 2 
W * * 43 


e we SAME. 


tory. 1 promiſed Have you properly 
weighed and conſidered the part 1 have 


already favoured you with, and do you 


confeſs it to be—amazement all If ſo, 
liſten with becoming reverence and atten- 
tion, to what I am further going to com- 
municate. 


Sir William, is day after he dined = 


wich us, ſet out for . The next morn- 


ing he ſent for Mr. Bellmour to the alle E: 
an hour afterwards. a ſervant was ſent 


to inform Harry, that Sir William de- 


| weed: the favour of ** company but 


7 - 


W EL 1. be are - you at ki. 
ſure to hear the ſequel of the hiſ- 


Gn He — n — * den 
1 D WI — ang . — 8 TPO SK bt —— ———ůů aaron HIT . 
2 obs. — — Ho ab RY 1 _ . ea A 6 S Ctin 4 ns rs eos ri ern es PEERS of rent 2 
* Yy Ga, PPTP — — 
* a eee 0 — 5 80 
ee e eee eee —— 5 i : 2 2 , 
. WY a my - tr on — bats: . 4 — tag _ - : 1 y ng ods: Ee Ce ant ae 
* 4 32 * r — + — — — — C — a N 1 IP - 2 . - ap. — —-— Lady 22 2 . —. ——— — 
3 2 * 7 1 3 — 4 a, re wan 
þ 9 - 7 29 —— — —— 1 — ane — ——— > — HER £ —— 
: 1 
4 * 


— ** by 4 * 5 a 
* ” 
1 0 f 
I * 
5 4 4 \ 
F — 
: — 
o 
82 
& % 
; A 
* 
' 
x 
* 
4. . 
f 
1 ; ; 85 
. 
E 
* . | 
: p 1 14 
* 
£ E * 
5 | = | 
i 4 | ; 
T7 80 4 
E | 
2: > 4 


. 


— 1 


180 Tan HISTORY op | 
pleaſing and 3 imaginary tie, but. flat- | 


ter ae you will permit me to aſſume 


another, from which I cannot fail to re- 
ceive a ſincere ſatisfaction; let that of 
friendſhip ſtill ſubſiſt, allow me a place 
in your eſteem, and I ſhall think. myſelf 
| amply rewarded for all my cares. The 
approbation I obſerve in Sir William, 
giyes me infinite - pleaſure. Continue, 
my dear Harry, to be as deſerving and 
ble as you have hitherto been, and 


e® 


convince Sir William, the encomiums 1 


have from time to time ſent him, were 
far from doing juſtice to your many ge- 


nerous and elevated ſentiments. There 


are a thouſand engaging virtues, Sir Wil- 


liam, in your fon, that you will diſcay« 
daily, and confeſs, the character I have 
ever 8 you of him, was not exagge- 
3 . rated. 
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rated. ts number 


ſure to inſpire. ] 
After the 


other juſt praiſes 
were added, you may believe; and, fond 
as the youth had ever been of Mr. Bell- 
mour, and having no reaſon to diſbelieve 
what had been aſſerted, | with 0 reſpect | to 
his near alliance to Sir William, he, in 
the moſt graceful and. elegant. manner, 
advancing to him, whoſe. hand he took, 

and reſpectfully kiſſed, aſſured: him it 
ſhould: be the ſtudy of his future life, 
to do credit to the character his dear and 
valued friend had given him. A viſible 
joy, during this interval, ſparkled in his 
lovely. eyes, which, perhaps, Charlotte, 
the idea of his lara. helped in ſome mea- 
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compoſure. "TORO. Arrt 0 
ſo long been deceived.” = obey: 


Sir William had Wy his Wade W i 


Anden, all daughters, but none ever 


lived above a few months. This, added 


te the fear of never having a ſon to inhe- 
rl their noble fortune and rank in life, 
was. you may imagine, the cauſe of un- 


ſpeskable affliction, both to Sir William 
and my lady. He was at laſt perſuaded, 5 
that the over- care and ſolicitude they took 


to preſerve their childrens lives, was cer- 
' rainly the cauſe of that fate they endea- 
voured to Prevent. 


| the 


He faw thoſe of the 
country people i in the village, who were. 
not able to give them all that attendance 
his had ever been accuſtomed to, lived, and 
became healthy and ſtrong; and the more 
he reflected on this ſtriking circumſtance; 
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He-at once rouzed himſelf, and no longer 
indulged his grief, but determined to em- 
ploy all his care and attention, to ſave, 


from the fate of its dear mother, the 


pledge the had left him of their mutual 


love and affection. His former rem arks 


recurred. to his memory, and. they ap⸗ 
peared every moment more convincing, 

Mr. and Mrs. Bellmour had « ever been 
very bighly eſteemed by his lady, as they T 
0 juſtly were by him; they had no children 
of their own; ſhe was a moſt valuable 
and good woman, and he a man of great 
underſtanding: he had received an edu- 
cation ſuited to the fortune he was born 
to, which was affluent ; but being, by a 
train of misfortunes, deprived of all, er 
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ſum, when compared with | 


cept a t 


that he had been taught to expect, had 


bought a ſmall eſtate near B—, and there 


lived in a manner perhaps much more 
happy, than if he had been poſſeſſed of all 
thoſe riches he had been unjuſtly deprive 
of. It was to them Sir William deter- 


mined to commit the care of his lovely in- 
fant; and if he lived, no one would be more 
able to educate him than Mr. Bellmour- | 


He enlarged his firſt deſign : he now re- 


ſolved to have him brought up in the 

opinion, chat thoſe were his real parents. | 
A thouſand reaſons offered themſelves to 
his! imagination, to confirm his purpoſe. 
He had now no longer a family of his 
own, and conſequently. ſhould be. ſeldom | 


at B—, but, above all, the many advan- 


tages 
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tages the youth muſt have, who is edu- 
cated fit for the higheſt rank in life, with- 
out being conſcious that he is really born 
to fill any other than that of a middling 


ſtation, he found of great weight. "He | 
had ſeen ſo many inſtances of f young 


men who, ſenſible that they were deſti- 
ned to inherit the honours and eſtates of 
their family, gave themſelves no trouble 


about literary or other accompliſhments, 
convinced, that ref) pe& would naturally | 
be paid them, however unworthy in 


themſelves, if diſtinguiſhed by the ſmiles 


| of fortune. This confirmed his reſoluti- | 


on, as he had it always in his power to 


claim him, whenever he thought proper. 
He made the propoſal to Mr. Bellmour, 
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Every thing was immediately ſettled. 
They removed to * , not only becauſe 
Sir William had made them a preſent of 
the houſe they now live in there, and | 


which was much better and more agree- 
ably ſituated than their own, but becauſe 

he had alſo begged he would take upon 
him the care of the caſtle and eſtate 
Wb it, when he ſhould be abſent from 
-*This would not only be an amuſe- 8 
ment for him, he ſald, but of great ad- 
vantage to himſelf, as he was determined 
no longer to live in that place, which 
would only bring continually to his mind 
the loſs he had there ſuſtained. 
When every thing was ordered in a 

manner agreeable to his plan, he left : 
B—, and his young Harry to the care 
of thoſe in whom he could with plea- 5 
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ture”; 
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ſure confide, and of whoſe. great worth 


and integrity he had. ſeen a thouſand | 


5 proofs. . He: went immediately abroad, 
and ſtayed two or three years, and on his 
return, you may eaſily imagine, did not 


fail to viſit B—. He was delighted with 
the pleaſing proſpect. of having an heir. 
to his fortune worthy his utmoſt tender- 


neſs. From that time he has lived partly 
in England and partly in France and Italy. 
; It was in Paris, you know, Charlotte, he 


firſt ſaw and became acquainted with my 


dear mother, T his is his hiſtory and 
that of his amiable ſon. | 


The news of his arrival ſoon ſpread | 
through the country, and crowds of gen- 
tlemen came to pay their compliments | 
to him; but how were they ſurpriſed to 
find young Bellmour transformed into Sir 
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Willians s ſon! Their congratulations were 
now doubled, and nothing was talked of 
in the whole country but this amazing 
ſtory; every one, however, rejoicing that 
he was born to grace that rank in life for 
which he was ſo perfectly formed both 
by nature and education. But it would 
take up an age to tell you all the circum- 
ſtances 1 in -that minute manner, which, « 2 
yet am ſenſible, you would wiſh to hear 
them. Lou really muſt excuſe me, Char- 
| lotte, if 1 reſerve them till I have the 
pleaſure of your company. Perhaps, 8 
curioſity may induce you to oblige me 
with it ſooner than you otherwiſe intend= 
ed. 1 will even accept it on this condi- 


tion, ſince I can have it on no other. 


Will you take the trouble to ſuppoſe then 
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harmony that wine and ale flowed about 


that all the te- 


like water and, in ſhort 


nants and every body. elſe that had an in- 


_ clination. for it, were at liberty to uſe 


the fame freedom in the cellars and kit- 


chen of the caſtle as in their own? And 
I find they in general gave evident 
proofs that char were above being cere- 
monious. 


At laſt Sir William = Gn” time to pay 
a viſit to Mrs. Bellmour, and in the 


courſe of the converſation very naturally 
inquired for their daughter, as they ever 


obligingly called me. It was now, Char- 


lotte, his turn to be amazed. She told 


all my hiſtory, little dreaming how nearly 


| it concerned him. He heard her without 


faying one word of his deſign, and, 
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formed the 
ſcheme yards put in practice, of 
ing us both in che manner I have 
Never was ſurpriſe 
equal to that he felt on Ending in the 

5 n brou e ſame 


— VER 


r 
rr 


ſtances „ 
perſon he had made chain of to ſhare his 


o 


une and heart. He 


of hx ie regu 10 love The ft. 
of, and he WO 
diately ee 1 was the 


— 


had robbed him of that treafures 5 He 
: now, in form, defired he would attend, 
with his uſual ſubmiſſion; to what he was 


feſſed to entertain for all his 


with all the-dignity- of an abſolute mo- | 
narch, he told him, that he had made 
choice of a young lady for his future 
daughter-in-law, of whoſe perfections, 
both of mind and perſon, it was impoſſi- 
ble to give him any juſt idea, ſince they 
ſurpaſſed all deſcription, nor would he, 
were it in his power, anticipate the plea- 
ſure he would feel, by the agreeable ſur- 
| priſe he muſt receive, ** nen to 
her acquaintance. F 
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going to propoſe, and hoped he was rea- 


dy to give the proof he was about to a 


F | 
a 8 0 


of that affection and reſpect he ha 


and deſires. In this ſolemn nher, and 


6 5 I look 


ſion 1 


1 his ARYL 


you. muſt be that I only in this; as in all 


other affairs that concern you, 


your felicity. - We will, in a few days, 5 
ſet out for London, where our preſence | 

1 expected by the moſt amiable 
| England, as I am convinced vou will : 


allow when you have ſeen her, Tell me, 0 


Harry, do 1 rightly interpret your filence ? ? 
Is your heart ready to obey me? ſpeak 


freely, may 1 fatter myſelf you wil Per- 
Vor. II. 209 1 „ mit 


— 
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ntenance). as a a proof fof your 
reſpect, which 1 doubt not will induce 
you with pleaſure, . to. oblige me by ac- 
cepting the propoſal I have now made 8 

you with becoming gratitude, ſenſible as : 


rl in 
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mit me to ke Pp the prom ai here mide, 1 


I 
Since you command me . . 
and permit me to give you my ſentiment 1 
with freedom, I will not make ſo unge- 
nerous a return to your indulgence, as to 4 
attempt deceiving you. No, Sir, let me g 
confeſs the | truth, and depend . on your 1 
tenderneſs and diſintereſted Principles ] 
for pardon if I have offended by an in- 
voluntary crime ; if indeed it be a crime, 1 
to acknowledge my heart has not been « 
8 LEO the: charms of one, whole | | 
perfection. [was 5 d me, my | 
dear Sir, to be fincere, it is my nz at 1 
to be fo; hear me then, I beſeech you, | 
I 


darts! that I * no heart to be- 
| ; 


—: V cord e K 
— . —— . 


Miss CLARISSA Bm, 135 
ſtow.z it has. long, very long, deen in 
ſeſſion of the 
ſex. Yes, Sir, even you, Fu} as you 
are, unfortunate Y in favour of another, 
even you, my dear and honoured father, 
would confeſs my omiums were far 
from doing her the Juſtice the merits, 


could you ſee the lf Zr d 


* 


panion of my ial years, who irre- 
ſiſtible 


_ 


riections firſt taught m | 


* 


* 


a Peng! C een of your Fair one. 
It would be in vain for me to ſet mine in 
1 K 2 com- 


5 6 4 


* 


* 


* 
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competition with her; 3 you- have left no 
one grace for my beauty, ſo very prodi- | 
| gal have you been to ornament yours: 
however, ſome method muſt be found to 
ſettle this affair, in ſuch a manner, as not 


to offend the delicacy of the young lady 

1 mention. I have that reſpect for her 

: family, as well as for herſelf; which will . 

not ſuffer me to be guilty of the leaſt de- 
gree of unpoliteneſs i in ſo tender a Point. 


I am ſorry, 1 confeſs, that your heart i is 
ſo very far gone, and wiſh, with all my 
heart, I had been made acquainted with 
its flight before I gave my promiſe, Miſs 
Boothby ſhould then have found no ob- 
ſtacle i in me, the account Mrs. en 
has given of her is perfectly amiable; as 
for your 15 Harry, you are a young man, 

5 aud in FIove,” and . not the 5 
. mT elt 


Mis CLARISSA. Kea 


fitteſt perſon in the world to give a very wh 
impartial account of the fair one; but, 


5 be that as it may, I muſt inſiſt on your — | 
a ſeeing the lady I have made choice of. * : 4 
| I do not abſolutely, fince you have ſo ge- . 1 
+ nerouſly made me the confidant of your : 
| | 6 paſſion, expect you will prove inconſtant : 

. to your dulcinea, but you, muſt poſſitiv : 
1 ly viſit? the lady, 1 promiſed. Who a 4 
= © knows, ſhe may perhaps not. find a. 5 
5 heart inclined to be the rival of your Cla- 1 i 
| riſſa: ſhe ! is free to chooſe or reject. A.. T5323 1 
| lady muſt ever be indulged. in this liber- 4% 
ty; though, to ſay truth, Harry, vou 
1 "nn not. the moſt likely youth 1 in the world Ef 1 
| to meet with that fate, however defirable + 4 


ſuch. a mortification would be to you in 
your preſent circumſtances. Thoſe eyes, 


and chat 8 of yours, which J ſuppoſe | 
K 3”: • 
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you have Hitherts)! ſet ſome degree of va-" 
lue on; will now, 1 fear, i incur your heavy 
diſpleaſure. But take courage, the 


"FB 
yet that hope, weak as it IS, remaining. 
Truſt to Cupid for deliverance, he cer. 
tainly never meant to ſeparate a pair of 
lovers, who do ſuch credit to his power. 

Prepare to accompany me on Monday 
next, and in the mean time invoke is 
aid, to extricate you from this perplexity. 

You have my conſent, if it can be done N 

with delicacy, as I before promiſed, * 
In this manner, Charlotte, did he treat 

the paſſion of my lovely Harry. —tt i s 

quite in character. I fancy my dear La 


N 


5 dy Courtney had more ſweetneſs, and 
not quite ſo ſatirical a turn as Sir Willi. 


f am, and that ſome children reſemble their 
mothers 


mothers. more than their erben. | bs ip 
not fo, do you think? 


What ſhall I _ more 7 Po Monday: 


came, and much ſooner than was by one 
of the party deſired. They left B, and 


Mr. Bellmour's family, after taking a 
moſt affectionate leave of thoſe dear 
friends, and promiſing to return for the 
reſt of the ſummer in a few weeks. You 
know the reſt, Charlotte, at leaſt you 


have had a faint deſcription of it; for to 
form any tolerable idea of the enchantin; g. 
the delightful interview, you muſt have 
been preſent, and then it would bave been 


5 imperfect; for who, but thoſe that love 7 


like me, and whoſe love is repaid by an 
angel like Harry, can experience the) Joys 


and rapture that then filled my breaſt ? _ 
impoſſible—but be ſatisfied with the 40. 8 
K 8 , count 
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count Ihave given you, and e | | 5 
owe me in return, for this intolerable length . 
of ſcrawl, a letter every day of your future 5 
-liſe, ſhould you hve to the age of Me- 
thuſelem. My hand is fo cramped with 
writing, that I can ſcarcely hold my pen, 
till I affure you I am, notwithſtanding 
the trouble you have given me, by not 
being here i in perſon, POE as much as 
con: 44 
My romance, Charlotte, is now drawing. 
very near a concluſion. Sir William is ſo 
intolerably impatient to finiſh the ſcheme 


he had projected with ſo much ſecrecy, not 


to mention his ſon, who, I am ſorry. to 
ſay, in this defect reſembles his father as 
much as, I imagine, he does his amiable. 
mother in all his perfections, that I am 
Ns afraid. I * in ſpite of all my 

incli- 


F 1 * A 

; RR N. 2 5 Y * * Ly 3 
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Miss CL ARTSSA 


_ inclinatloft to tte contrary, be obliged to 
perform the part of a bride to complete. Y 


his plan, and that too in a very few days. 
Yes, Charlotte; P. have now diſcovered 
1 the late mild and gentle Harry, an im- 
patience and impetuoſity of temper, of 
which I had till now no idea. I really 
took him to be the moſt ſubmiſſive and 
tractable creature alive, but alas | how 
little able was I to judge, while he had 
no hope, nor could, with propriety, make 


any particular demand He had no op- 


| portunity to diſcover this haſtineſs, this 
dreadful defect; but now, Charlotte, be- 
cauſe he is encouraged by his free and 
caly father, and my condeſcending. mo- 
ther, he 1s abſolutely ; no longer the ſame 
creature. I will not pretend to ſay, lam 


entirely free from blame i in this lament- 
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able red are all liable. to err, you 
0 Enow—1 may perhaps have given him 
ſome unguarded look, or tac flattering 

expreſſion. At muſt be ſo, or he would 
never have behaved in the manner he now : 
no mortal was ever ſo totally ſpoil- 

Ro d- — Miful, Charlotte, beyond concep- 
tion. In ſhort, I am ſo teized between 
him and his hurrying papa—that heaven 
| only knows what may be the conſe- 
quence. The arts they 


7 uſe to draw me 
into the ſnare, T own; are not ener 
diſagreeable, nor very ill judged—# 
what girl can withſtand the eloq | 
jewels, equipage, fine cloaths, and in 
mort, the whole train of temptations uſu- 
ally dit layed, when fach a plot is in agt- 
tation? It would only diſcover my vani- 
by mould 1 n to reſiſt thoſe irre- 
| ſiſtible 


* 


Giſtible allurement 4154 No 0 boch thing.» to 
1 my efforts; een not, 0 1 1 able 
to fave, me. 1 believe 1 had better make 
of nels: and give him my 
band with a good grace 5 for that it my 
after all, be his, all nature, cries s aloud,” 


but one —_ not mention (ben to he, 
| youth, you know, as J am terribly afraid 
| ke has already ſome faint notion of the 
the prefere ace I give him, and, were he 
y certain of his incredible happi- 
__ there would be no bearing him. 
Wil you, Charlotte, or will vou not, | 
come and perform one of the parts in 
: OY ?—There is the charac- | 
maid not yet filled up, 9 
W 155 K & RW 
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it will uit your genius ernst y TMS 
vou will diſdain, perhaps, to perſonate 
any other than the principal x perſona e in 
the drama know your pride, Charlotte | 
_ — but come, however, and we will ſettle 
it the beſt way we can. If Harry will con- 


_- fonts” you may be very certain, it ics - 


matter of perfect indifference to me, what 
part 1 play. I will, therefore, if he a- 
grees to make the exchange, reſign the 
character of bride to you; and he, I 
would hope, has too much of his father's 
Politeſſe, to refuſe my requeſt, as well as 
too much taſte, not to be ſenſible of the 
: | honour done him. Thus, you ſee, that 
difficulty is ſurmounted; ſo, my dear 
girl, begin immediately to pack up, and | 
I would adviſe you not to be too ſparing 
of your trouble in that buſineſs, as I have 


— 


ſome. 


Fre? notion you will not be Raw again 


till the dreary winter has robbed B of all 


thoſe inimitable beauties, with which it! iS 
now fo ſweetly ornamented, for it is in 
| that dear Fic his fine thew i is to be ex- 


| Now © "gi, 


yo can, Charlotte, 
who is to perform the part of prieſt 


why, no other than my paſſionate and 


venerable lover, good Mr. Brown. Bets 
ter that you know, than none, fince he 
cannot, I much fear, prevail on Harry 
to change places with him. Never was 
man more delighted than Sir William, - 
with the ſtory of the nightingales. A N 
good ſoul, for all that, C harlotte, fi 
Jam no longer obliged to give him any 
other proof of my go en than 3 
n 18 3 agreeable to me? » > 

aue, 8 
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Aten. my dear a das] ant Sid 
not fail to be here, Op ne 
Sight, as L have 10m. Hor 
my fate mu t, about te time, ih wo 
termined. IN will be full as near for 
| you to come and meet us here, as to 
0 immediately to B—, and infinitely 
more agreeable. If you ſhould tranſ- 
greſs, by coming a fe days ſooner than 
the time I mention, I think 1 may ven- 
ture to aſſure you, the offence will, after 
roper ſubmiſſion on your part, be eaſily 
forgiven, © not ty * me, but all b : 
family. 

Once 3 my "ERP Srl, adieu. 
Heaven knows but this may be the very 
ut time L ſhall ever be permitted to ſign 
my epiſtle with my preſent name; let me, 
therefore, do it with all the proper forms, 
nn 


— W. RS 7 
Pt ᷣͤ na on 


mms 
* 


A — 


leave 


205 


— 


Charlotte 


apt to for 


8 fS: 
0 r 
| = 3 | 
: : oa 03.75 
| oO = 2 : 
| n 
279 Om TR. 
| S 18: 


confe 


. 


get on theſe 


fince I mu 


De 


e to b 


2 


v. 


* 
. 
* 


nfeigned 


[4 


. 


* 
F ; 
F 
4. 


th 


by 


7 


11 death 


27 
? 
8 
WY. 
* 
1 


L £ 


; 
* 


S, WI 
1 
and 
ti 
ISSA 


& 
nent, 
ſervant, 

CLAR 


17 
ion, 


7 


1 


E 
7 


3 


ien 


* 
&. > 


hi. 
2 
* 
4 


34 


ſincere a 


+ 


& * 


» 


＋ 4 

— 
N 
Nn 
1 


oft obed 


4 


leve 
b {1 


* 


- 


t, bel 


of i 


. 


28 


L 


Humble 


truth a 


ur m 


= 


4 


il 


1 4 
7 
F 
Fd 


» 
F 


* 


1 
Nr 
at 
* * 
e 
* 43 
hs 


24% 
1 
4 
; 
* 
5 
Lr 
* 
> 
* - 
A 
* 


* 
19 
= 
S 
9 
— * 


_ * 
4 
* 4 
1 
x 4 
- 
a 


1 
— ; 


N 4 
8 I b 


= 
2 * 
1 | 
* My ve 7 
* 
3 a 4 
8 . 
wy of 
- - * 
* 
b. . 
act wy 
1 —— * 
2 1 
Oy 7 
TD a i : 
* | To 
; * 
2 Yo * 
16:5 : 
N : 
. 
. 4 =) G - 
& 4 
x * 4 " 1 
13 
2 8 * 
* 
N. Lak S. 
"Bs. 1 
. 
* ; 
* 
+ 
* & 5 
— 2 b 
— 
b £ 8 & 
wa 13 * 
5 "* 2 * 
W 353 4 1 
F — 
: — 
15 
$ * 5 5 
2 e 
* F . 
* We a 
v 1 1 
1 . 
$ * . 
* 
4 5 a 
4 
— A f 
* 4 
8 I 
* N 
5 * 
* 
1 : i 
= — ? 
p U 0 
8 257 j 1 
* * i 
+ 
wy : 
1 
Gu * — 
* 2 1 


F A \ 1 wp 4 * , N 
; We 7 1 "a? p 8 75 
4 3 ” 4 ; 2 : * . 3 1 Ex 4 5 W 3 5 32 : : 8 3 
. Is att} il 8 = OS 0 Or TY S249 k fe ts 8 5 12 $f 
E T T E | | 
l * 1 1 8 14 1 5 * 8 7 8 . 8 Is Mee 
VF VCTVVbTuTTTT (14 1 O34 


Miß Bavpxria to > Mrs. Bavpxety. | 
b 4 PS 1 * 5 . 


W. E ; 15 my = wle, I find i it 


in vain to reſiſt my fate. I am 
ddomed, 1 find, at all events, to be an 
hiſtorian. Clara has again inſiſted on my 
. taking up the pen, and that too, on a no 
leſs important occaſion than to inform 
you, that ſhe is no longer Miſs Boothby, 
and let me add, the lovelieſt bride that 
ever graced a wedding. To do her juſ- 
tice, or even to give you any idea of the 
enchanting, blooming, and elegant figure 
ſhe made, when led forth by her deli- 
cately fond and doating Harry, is not in 
| the power of words, at leaſt ſuch as Iam 
| 3 miſtreſs 


\ — 
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miſtreſs of, and thoſe you ave forbids. "TO 
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| However that may be, there 1 is ſome de- | 


- 
5 ee eee ee 
. . 


fect in chem, that's plain; z for, after col- \ 
lecting all the very beſt I can, and rack 
ing my brain for every flouriſhing ex- 5 
preſſion I. have either heard, read, or per- 

| haps been occaſionally flattered with my- 
ſelf, 1 find them all flat and inſipid, when. . 
applied to the inimitable creature I would 
now deſcribe. But how can it be other- i 
wie ?—he abſolutely does not reſemble . 5 4 i 
any one woman I ever ſaw, and yet what ; 3 
that difference 1 is, 1 proteſt, I cannot. . 
actly tell; but, certain it is, there is a Ee 
ſomething, a je ne ſpay quoi in her air, 
her manner, her dreſs, in ſhort, in her 
whole perſon, that 1 can neither deere 
nor you imagine. „ ok = RING 


210; Tux H 1 S TOR or ; 
As for, the bridegroom, he muſt abſo- 15 
lutely excuſe me if 1, do; not ſay! one 
py word about hirn. 51 only wiſh 1 Was quiet- 
ly at home again. Heavens what a fi- 
gurel—what an 1 ntolerably winning, be- 
witching | manner Lf elegant —ſo un- 
reaſonably handſome for a man 1—0' it is - 
quite ridiculous —Aad yet. the, Poor _ 
| thing, is fond of him nevertheleſs. Do, | 
my dear mamma, be ſo good as to diſmiſs : 
all thoſe trifling fops and conceited cox- 
combs I am fo teized with when at home 
—L beſeech you never. let me ſee any of 
them again—I ſhall never endure their 
impeminence, nor their : inſignificant; 
figures, after ſeeing this fame Harry, 1 
know nor what buſineſs I had here. ; 
What had I to do to grace her triumph? 

| —Had 


Miss. CLARISSA 
Had 1 kno) 
running into, ſhe ſhould have had no ; - 
( e-maid: 'for me, * promiſe Her. 1 
ſhall never endure myſelf aft 


ot "I 


| temptation © RR 1 4 


ter the'wofut 
figure made when placed by her fide i "a. 
the church. And yet, you may believe, 
1 took no leſs pains than herſelf to deco- 

rate my—tilt W. ever thought, + very 
tolerkble—perfo But am now, my 

dear mamma, as debe you can pof- 

fibly deflte. You will be amazed, if erer 
I fhoufd Bve to fee you again—4 citcun- 
ten N cf rirſicr doubt, as 1 a am more than 
„what with her charms 
and his together, envy and but no mat- 
ter I am not obliged to confeſs the 
 Eaule of my death, if it mut kappeti,” | 9 
But where am FP” running ?—Here is 


fot one word of this fame wedding yet, 
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1 „ whereas 


«ha 1 was to inform you dat k If 
the nation. were aſſembled to ſee this ex- 


r par of lovers: 3 that in all 6 
. wee _ this 1 which 
was ſo generouſly beſtowed. on the occa- 
"Lion; that we had a moſt magnificent ball 
and. entertainment. at the caſtle and, in 
fine, that this is he very. firſt moment. 7 4 
have had leiſure to give you this account, 
which thoꝰ not perhaps ſo particular as 
vou would wiſh, is more ſo than you 
could well expect, conſidering who is the 
ſcribe and in what. Aa flurrying ſituation 
8 ſhe i is at preſent. „ 
It may not be amiſs to tell you, that 
0 lara uſed ten thouſand perſuaſions to 
prevail on Sir William (for he i is the pro- 
Ys moter of all this gaicty, as Harry, 1 


5 believe, z 
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believe, as well as his fair bride, would 1 

gladly have diſpeded with all this parade, 
tho? from different motives. perhaps) W 

4 have the ceremony performed i in a more 
private manner, but this was denied her. 

It is now juſt a week ſince they were 

e and this is the firſt hour I have 

been able to devote to you. They are 


to remain at the caſtle till October, or 
25 thereabouts, and will not hear of my 


ü | ” leaving them till chat time, unleſs your 
_ more prevailing orders ſhould diſappoint 
their hopes. I am in no ſmall doubts 25 
whether L ought i in prudence to add my Ne 
entreaty to theirs, ſo dangerous is this 5 
redoubtable Harry; ; but ſend, with your 15 
— permiſſion, if you do grant cheir requeſt, 5 
a few wiſe admonitions, and a page or ö 
two of good advice and inſtructions, fuit- * | 
: „„ OY | 8 
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£ ee to o my preſent caſe, ſettin g forth 
the odious fin and ſhame of envy, and 
coveting our neighbour's goods, and 1 

will endeavour to profit by chem, and not 
fail to read them over with attention every 


merit of reſiſting g temp tarions, 


morning, before I: am i obliged to encoun· 


1 


Eq 


ter the danger. 1 
Adieu, 0 my dear mother. Aceh, 


Eh ich mine, the compliments and beſt Te- 


N ſpects of all the agreeable friends I am 
at preſent ſurrounded with, and believe | 
me to be, with great affeRtion, | pap 


Your dutiful 


CnanorrE : BRUDSELL. 
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